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MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. JOHN SMITH,

THE PERSECUTED MISSIONARY IN DEMARARA.

The following interesting Memoir is copied from the London Evan-
gelical Magazine and Missionary Chronicle. In presenting it to the

public, the Editor remarks—"The cruel persecution of Mr. Smith, in

Deraarara, his condemnation to death by a Court Martial, his subse-

quent pardon by the King, and the notice taken of these events by the

British Parliament, and by the public at large, cannot but excite a

general desire to become acquainted with his true character, and the

leading incidents of a life which had so peculiar and lamentable a

termination. We hasten, therefore, to lay before our readers the

outlines of his history, which we are persuaded will serve to endear
his memory to the religious world,"

MEMOIR, &c.

John Smkh was born at Rothwell, (or

Rowell) a village in Northamptonshire, on
the 27th June, 1790. His father, who was
a sola*ier, fell in one of the ba^t'es between
the English and the French, in Egypt. His
mother, who was left in destitute circum-

stances, was unable to support the education

of her son, which was therefore unhappily

neglected. He obtained, however, an ability

to read by alteBding at a Sunday School.

At the age of fourteen he was put to busi-

ness with a tradesman in the neighbourhood
of Clerkenwell, in London, where his steadi-

ness and good behaviour recommended him
to the favour of his employer, with whom he
continued after the expiration of his appren-
ticeship, and with whom he maintained a
friendly correspondence until the time of his

imprisonment, and to whom he transmitted,

about that time, five pounds for the benefit

of his mother.
For several years Mr. Smith discovered

no sense of religion, but unhappily fell into

the practice of swearing, sabbath-breaking,

and other rices. He was, however, fond of

reading, and sometimes indulged himself by
licnising some favourite book in bed,

—

practice which had well nigh proved fatal to

him ; for on one occasion falling asleep, the
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bed-clothes caught fire, and he narrowly es-

caped being consumed by the flames.

But Mr. Smith was a "chosen vessel,"

destined to bear the gospel of salvation to

the heathen ; and the manner in which it

pleased God to call him by his grace, and
prepare him for that work, is thus detailed

in his private papers.

" It pleased God, in the course of his pro-

vidence, to remove me to London. The
charms of the metropolis, the evil insinua-

tions of my new associates, and the wicked

propensities of my depraved heart, soon al-

most entirely effaced the good impressions

which I had received at the Sunday School.

The business to which I was apprenticed

is distinguished by its abuse of the Sabr

bath, and I w as induced to employ myself in

worldly business on that day during the

winter, by a promise that I might do

n hat I pleased with my time in the sum^
mer.

" Having no restraint laid upon me, I fol-

lowed every sinful pleasure that my wicked
heart, together with the counsels of the un-

godly, could suggest. I was much addicted

to theatrical amusements, and the jponey I

gained on the Sabbath in the winter, furnish-

ed me with the means of gratifying my evft

propensities during the stimmtr.
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V In the spring of lbU9, curiosity induced

me to go and hear a preacher, then much
spoken of, a Mr. Jones. On entering the

place, he opened the Bible, for which I had a

kind of superstitious veneration. This was
a new sight to me, for I was a stranger to

the interior of a place of worship. The folio

Bible, the large prayer-book, together with

the surplice, struck me with awe. When he

read the fourth commandment, my con-

science smote me, and I was at once con-

vinced of sin. Blessed be God, that convic-

tion never left me.
" I expressed my concern about religion

to a friend, who advised me to go and hear

Mr. Steven, at Prescott-street. There I

attended for some time, still labouring under
a guilty conscience j I roamed from place

to place, seeking rest, but finding none.

But, in 1810, when Tonbridge Chapel, (So-

mers' Town) was opened, I went to see the

new building, when the Rev. Mr. Leifchild,

of Kensington, preached from Isaiah Iv. 6,

7, 'Seek ye the Lord while he may be

found,' &c. Wlien he commented on the

following words— ' He will abundantly par-

don,'—it was like life from the dead ; it

dispelled my fears ; it eased my conscience,

and gave me confidence in the mercy of

God."

Soon after this he was visited with the

small-pox. His illness, which continued

eleven weeks, was so severe, that little hope
•was entertained of his recovery ; and he
was then painfully apprehensive that his of-

fended God was about to cut him off in his

anger ; but he determined that if his life

•were spared, it should ever after be devoted
to the service of God ; and to this resolution

he was enabled by grace firmly to adhere
through the rest of his days. His mind was
also happily freed from a heavy burden by
hearing the Rev. Mr- Wilkins preach from
these words,—"They that seek the Lord
shall not want any good thing." From this

period he began to be established in the faith

and hope of the gospel.

He was admitted a member of the church
at Tonbridge Chapel, now under the pastoral

care of the Rev. Mr. Rayson, oh the 8th of
Nov. 1811. He also became a teacher in

the Sunday school then recently formed,
and was regarded by his compa.nions as one

- of the most efficient teachers. His steadi-

ness, diligence, and prudence were so much
respected, that if any difficulty occurred, the

inquiry was. Where is Smith ? for on his

judgment and moderation much stress was
laid. His exhortations to the children were
so serious and impressive, that it was evi-

dent he had made a rapid progress in the ac-

quisition of divine knowledge, and that he
was forming for a scene of more extensive

usefulness. In the prayer-meetings of the

congregation, his petitions were observed to

tnily pious and dcvmit ; awl in th^ family

where he resided he was accustomed occa-
sionally to lead the domestic worship.

Mr. Smith, earnestly desiring to be more
extensively useful, began to cherish the de-
sire of becoming a missionary. His diary
records the following circumstances relating
to that subject.

" I went to the Tabernacle to hear Mr.
Jefferson, (then of Basingstoke, now of
Thirsk) preach one of the Missionary ser-

mons. He represented the wretched state

of the heathen in such a manner as I
thought could not fail to excite in the heart
of every attentive hearer a strong desire for

their salvation ; at least it had that effect on
me. This sermon made a lasting impression
on my mind, and although my obligation*to

my master as an apprentice prevented my
taking any steps towards the object of my
desires, yet 1 never lost sight of it. I read
all the publications I could procure relating

to missionary exertions, and looked forward
to the expiration of my servitude, hoping
that the Lord would condescend to employ
me in his service among the heathen.

"When I was out of my time, I address-

ed a letter to the Rev. G. Burder on the sub-

ject, to which he replied, advising me to

think very seriously of the matter, and
write to him again. I felt perplexed, not
knowing how to proceed or how to draw
back. After an interval of two years, du-
ring which I had several interviews with
that gentleman, I applied in the usual man-
ner to the directors, by whom, after due de-

liberation, I was accepted."

The Directors of the Society placed Mr.
Smith under the care of the late Rev. Saml.
Newton, of Witham, in Essex, a minister
of eminent learning, talents, and piety.

Under his direction, he pursued with dili-

gence his preparatory studies, and conduct-
ed himself in such a manner as to secure
the esteem of Mr. and Mrs. Newton, with
whom he kept up a correspondence long
after he left Witham.*
A missionary being wanted for the station

of Le Ressouvenir, in the colony of Deme-
rara, in consequence of the removal of Mr.
Wray to the neighbouring colony of Berbice,

Mr. Smith being judged a suitable person,

was appointed to that station, and solemnly

designated to the work, at Tonbridge Chapel,

on Thursday evening, Dec. 12, 1816.

* Mr. Rayson informs ilie writer, that in the year
18?0, when hf was on a visit to Mr. Newton at

Witham, Mr N. said, Our younpr friend Smith was
a member ot your church. While he was with us,

his amiable teroper, his dilig-ence. and especially his
unassuming' piety en.lt ared him to all, and particu-

larly to us. We esteemed him as a son, and never
did we part with a young man who had so strongly
eng.ig-ed our nfiVctions. " I was fully persuaded be
would prove a blessing where ever he wert, and I

am happy to find he has, hy the ^rac.-* nf GniJ,.i«slv-

fred my hisjii oplnron of him.''
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A few days afterward, he left his native

country, and sailed for Demerara, where he
arrived on the 23d of February, 1817, and
immediately commenced those faithful and
laborious services which were rendered so

great and extensive a blessing to the poor
enslaved negroes of the colony.

His reception, however, by his superiors,

was not ver> cordial. In a letter to his tu-

tor, dated April 2, 1S17, he says, "Two
days after our arrival, I waited upon the

Governor, being introduced by Mr. Elliott.

His Excellency frowned upon me. He ask-

ed me what I had come to do, and how I pur-

posed to instruct the negroes. I answered,
by teaching them to read

;
by teaching them

Dr. Watts's Catechisms ; and by preaching
the Gospel in a plain manner. To which he
replied, ' If ever you teach a negro to read,

and I hear of it, I will banish you from the

colony immediately.' " Mr. Smith, how-
ever, waited upon the Governor a second
time, on the 6th of March, when his Excel-
lency read the instructions given him by the

Directors, and the certificate of his ordina-

tion ; in which his Excellency said, he saw
nothing objectionable. On which Mr. Smith
obtained permission to preach, with the pro-
mise of the Governors protection.

Mr. Smith immediately entered upon the
duties of his office, with an ardent desire to

be useful. In the letter to Mr. Newton,
just referred to, he says, "On the Sunday
following, the people came to the house to

congratulate me on my arrival. 1 desired

them to go to the chapel—I would come to

them." He then preached on 1 Peter iii. IS.

" For Christ also hath once suffered for «ns,

the just for the unjust, that he might bring

us to God and he adds, '* Although it was
a very wet day, the chapel was nearly full.

I was much pleased with the ntgroes. They
were more attentive than many congrega-

tions in England. * Maiiy, yea very many,
are hungry for the bread of life.' On Sun-
days I preach three times, and catechise the

negroes. Monday, catechise. Tuesday,
preach. Wednesday, catechise. Thursday,
leach ihe negroes to sing. Friday, preach.

There is a great prospect of success. I

suppose I have as many as a thousand ne-

groes attend preaching, besides white peo-

ple."

Mr. Smith was not always able to engage
in so many services as at first ; but continued
steadfastly and zealously to pursue his evan-
gelical course tfi the utmost of his ability,

and with a very considerable portion of
success.

In the Society's Report for the year 1819,
it is stated, that the religious and moral ef-

fects of Mr. Smith's exertions were truly

pleasing. The number of adults baptized
in little more than one year, was 150. In
that Report, the following extract is given
from one of bis letters to the Directors. " If

there be any thing on this side heaven which
excites in the heart of a missionary any
thing like a fulness of joy, it is to behold

whole families of heathens embracing the

gospel, and living so as to glorify God.
This joy many of your missionaries realize.

This joy, too, is mine ; and to hear these

things will be the joy of the Missionary So-

ciety. This is noble interest for the money
of British Christians, for the redemption of

the soul is precious."
" It affords us, it will afford the Directors,

great satisfaction to learn that the religious

negroes conduct themselves with great pro-

priety. In all my inquiries among the

planters concerning the behaviour of the

slaves who come to the chapel , I never heard
any one of them say that religion had spoil-

ed them, although some of the planters say

it will spoil them, and this is the only reason

assigned for their opposition."

Mr. Smith's labours appear to have been
increasingly useful. The number of bapti-

zed adults in one year, as stated in the Re-
port of 1823, amounted to 320 ; and the to-

tal number of communicants to 61. The
total number of persons whose names had
been entered into the Mission Registers,

who had professedly embraced the gospel at

Le Ressouvenir and the adjoining planta-

tions, was no less than two thousand.
" We behold," says he, about this time,

"every Sabbath, an overflowing congrega-

tion, behaving with praiseworthy decorum
;

9fld we see them zealous for the spread of
Christianity. They are fast abandoning
their wicked practices for more regular ha-
bits of life, as is evident from the number of
marriages, few of which (not as one in fifty)

have hitherto been violated. A great pro-
portion of them are furnished with Bibles,

Testaments, Catechisms, and Hymn Books
;

and these, being their whole library, they
usually bring to chapel every Sunday.
The influence of religion on the conduct

of the slaves was apparent, especially in

their regard to the Lord's day ; for though
that was the market day, (0 shame !) and the

only season for cultivating their gardens, yet
many would neither frequent the market nor
work their ground on the Sabbath, and yet

those very persons made the best and cleeui-

est appearance, and enjoyed most of the

comforts of life ; for they were more dili-

gent in rearing poultry, Sec. which they dis-

posed of to persons who went about the

country to purchase them, and by not going
to market, had fewer inducements to spend
their money ; and by the economy which
the Bible teaches, made their money go fur-

ther than others.

While Mr. Smith was thus successfully

proceeding in his sacred work, an event took

place of the most disastrous kind, and which
in a short time terminated his life and la-

bours.
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The Bi-itish Parliament, wisely consider-

ing the state of the slaves in the West India

colonies, determined upon measures which
might meliorate their condition, afTord them
instruction, and prepare them for that

gradual emancipation which the great ma-
jority of the British nation wished they might
enjoy. The regulations agreed upon were
transmitted to the several colonies, and
among the rest to Demerara. They were
received by the Governor on the 7th of July.

Imperfect rumours of their arrival, origina-

ting in a servant of the Governor, got abroad,

and as all good news is eagerly spread, readi-

ly believed, and frequently exaggerated, the

slaves took up an ojiinion that the King and
Parliament of England had made them free

;

and they were surprised and grieved that no
official information of this joyful event had
been made by their superiors. "Whilst in

this painful suspense, they found their bur-

dens rather increased than diminished, and
they were particularly aggrieved by the re-

strictions lately laid upon them, especially

on the negroes on the east coast, with re-

^rd to their going to chapel on the Lord's

Day ; for the Governor had recently order-

ed that they should not go to worship with-

out passes from theii* masters, which were
with difficulty obtained, and sometimes re-

fused. An overseer was also sent with

them, as a spy on them and on their minis-

ter.

Some of Mr. Smith's hearers applVod to

him to know about " the new law," (as itey

termed it,) and whether their freedom had

come out. Mr. Smith assured them that

their freedom had not come out^ but that

something was come out for their good, and

advised them patiently to wait till the Gover-

nor should see fit to make it known.
The uneasiness of the negroes continued

to increase, and their impatience to manifest

itself more and more. Mr. Smith therefore

proposed to declare from the pulpit what the

new regulations actually were ; but this pro-

posal was unhappily rejected.*

At length, on Sunday, Aug. 17, 1823, af-

ter the noon service, two or three of the ne-

groes who had been at chapel, came into Mr.
Smith's house, as they had been accustomed

fo do, to bid him "good bye." Two of

them, named Quamina and Scaton, were
talking together in a low tone of voice, and
Mr. S. heard the words "manager" and
"the new law." Mr. Smith rebuked them
for talking about such things. Quamina
then said, " 0, it is nothing particular. Sir

;

we were only saying it would be good to

send our managers to town to fetch up the

• This measure was wisely ndopied in Berbice,
where Mr. Wray, byile.sireof the Governor, explaiu-
ed the matter to tiie slaves from the pulpit, and all

was quiet. Had this prudential measure been pursaed
in Demerara, all the confusion and bloodshed that
( jrttred, ^twuld. in all probability, havie been preventerl.

new law." Mr. S. immediately replied, that
such conversation was improper ; that they
would be fools to say any thing to the mana-
gers about it, for they were not the law-ma-
kers ; that if tnere was any thing for them
they would soon hear of it; but that if they
behaved insolently to their managers they
would lose their religious character, and
would provoke the Governer hen and the
Government at home. Quamina replied.
*' Very well. Sir, we will say nothing about
it, for we should be very sorry to vex the

king and the people at home." Mr. S. had
not then the least idea of a revolt , nor had
he till Monday evening, when he received a
note from a tlave named Jackey, which
brought to his recollection what had parsed
on Sunday, and obliged him then to fear that

some mischief was designed. This note
came to hand as Mr. and Mrs. Smith were
taking a walk about six o'clock.

It having been reported (as we are in-

formed) to the Governor on Monday morn-
ing that an insurrection was likely to take

place, Quamina and Jack were taken into

custody, but rescued by the negroes ; but
Mr. Smith knew nothing of this. When he
and Mrs. Smith were approaching towards
the manager s house at La Ressouvenir, they

heard a tumultuous noise, and upon inquiry,

found that the slaves had attacked the house
of Mr. Hamilton, the manager, demanding
fire-arms. Mr. S. immediately we-nt up to

them and entreated them to desist and de-

part peaceably ,• but they appeared to be fu-

rious and determined, behaved very rudely

to him, and desired him to return to his

O'vn house. Before he departed, however,
he prevailed upon them to refrain from
hurting Mr. Hamilton, whom they were
about to put into the stocks. Mr. H. thank-
ed him for Lis friendly interposition.

The insurgents then, increasing in num-
bers, proceeded to many acts of violence,

deeply to be deplored, in which, however,
less sanguinary measures were adopted than
had been previously known on similar oc-

casions. And to the peaceable principles of
the Gospel, which Mr. Smith had inculca-

ted this moderation must be ascribed ; for

they declared that as they could not give

life, they would not take it away—their re-

ligion forbade them to do it. And thus were
the lives of those very men preserved who
were eager to destroy, under the colour of

law, the life of Mr. Smith.

Unable to quell the riotous proceedings of

the negroes, Mr. Smith returned to his own
house, where he remained quiet until Thurs-
day afternoon, when he was arrested by a

party of the militia in a most brutal and fero-

cious manner, and obliged, with Mrs. Smith,

to leave their habitation and become their

prisoners. They were allowed only a few
minutes to prepare for their removal , the

captain told him martial law was proclaimed

,
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and swore that if he spoke another word
he would sabre him. Mr. Smith's papers

(including his private journal, of which a

most unjust and cruel use was made on his

trial) were seized ; and tbey were hurried

away to the place ol confinement, which
was near the rool ot the tiouse, esposeU to the

burning ray& ol the sUn in a sultiy climate
;

and where they were not suflered to pro-

cure from their own habitation a necessary

change ol' linen. Mr. bmith was here

closely confined, without permission to see

his friends, without tiie use oi pen and ink,

or liberty to correspond with the Directors,

for about seven weeks, when he was brought

to trial before a Court Martial.

A Committee of Inquiry was formed by

the Colonial government, who, after sitting

several weeks', produced foui charges against

Mr. Smith. The first waa, that he had long

been a promoter of discontent and dissatis-

faction among the slaves, thereby intending to

excite them to rebellion. The second was,

that he had advised, consulted, and corres-

ponded with Quamina touching such re-

bellion, both before and alter it broke out

:

thirdly, that he knew of the intended rebel-

lion, but did not make it known to the Go-
Ternment ; and lastly, that after the revolt

took place, he did not detain or secure Qua-
mina, or give information to the proper au-

thorities, that he might be taken. To all

these charges Mr. Smith could, and did most
conscientiously plead, Not Guilty.

It is not here necessary for us to go into

the particulars of the evidence brought

against him, the futility of which was well

exposed by his own cross-examination of

the several witnesses, and has since been

triumphantly demonstrated by the admirable

speeches of Mr. Brougham, Sir J. Mackin-
tosh, Mr. Williams, and Dr. Lushington,

in the House of Commons. Sufiice it briefly

to state, that the Court Martial by whom he
was tried, acquitted him of the principal

part of the first charge, namely, an intention

to promote revolt ; and as to the other part of

it, promoting discontent," Mr. S. affirmed

that he cautiously avoided that evil, and re-

frained from even reading portions of Scrip-

ture, or using hymns which might, through

ignorance or misapprehension, have caused
dissatisfaction.

With regard to the second and third

charges, Mr. Smith maintained that he did

not know of an intended revolt. He knew,
and all the colony knew full well, that great

uneasiness did prevail among the negroes,

and he had merely heard some foolish talk,

which he severely reproved, about obliging

the managers to go to George Town and pro-

cure a new law of freedom, which they

falsely imagined, for want of that informa-

tion which their superiors ought to have
given them, had come from England ; but
he never dreamed of an insurrection till it

actually took place ; and this some of the

dying negroes aiso affirmed with their last

breath at the plate of execution.

\\ ith respect to the last charge, Mr. Smith
did indeed see Quamina two uays after the

revolt, he having incautiously been sent for

without Mr. Smith's knowledge, by his wife
;

but there was not a tittle of evidence that

he then knew him to be a rebel, or a reputed
rebel, nor that he gave him the least encou-
ragement to proceed in the revolt j but there

is satisiactory evidence on the contrary, for

Mrs. Smith took a solemn oatu before the

Governor, that Mr. Smith said to Quamina
that he was soi-ry and gruved that the people

had been so Jooli^h and wicked and mad, as to

be guilty of revolting, and hoped that Qiiami-

no had not been concerned in it, to which ihat

unhappy man, misled probably by his son
Jack, (who, with one other, seems to have
plotted the revolt) made no reply, but re-

tired abashed and confounded, and soon
after fled to the wooas, whither he was
pursued and shot, but without any arms in

his hands. And as to Mr. Smith's securing

him, his not doing which formed a part of the

charge, he truly said on his trial, pointing

to his emaciated body, " Look at me, gen-

tlemen, say whether it was possible for me
to secure the person of such a man ?"

The trial of Mr. Smith continued twenty-
eight days, including various adjournments,
and was concluded on the 24th of Novem-
ber, when Mr. S. was condemned to be
hanged, at such time and place as the Gover-
nor should think fit to direct. But this cruel

and most unjust sentence was such as, we
have reason to think, the Court did not dare to
execute, and therefore added to the sentence
of death the following qualification :

" But
the Courtunder all the ciraimstances ofthe case,

begs humbly to recommend the prisoner, John
Smith, tomercy.^^ This proved no small dis-

appointment to many of the populace, who
expected and eagerly longed for his imme-
diate execution. The sentence and recom-
mendation of mercy were immediately trans-

mitted to His Majesty.

His Majesty's Government thought proper
to remit the punishment of death

;
yet

whilst thus showing mercy, admitted the

correctness of the Court Martial in finding

him guilty of high treason, and confirmed

that part of the sentence which banished

him from the colony, and required him to

enter into recognizances, Qnder the penalty

of 2,000f. never to return.*

*A I'etUion to the Hi'use of Commons from the
Treasurer, Secretary, and Directors of the London
Mis'.ioDary Society, was presenied by Sir James
Mackintosh, " praying^ that the House would iKstiiate

such inquiries, or direct or adopt su< h measure; as
may tend to obtain the revision or rescindment of the

sentence, and ensure ueedful protection lo Christian
Missionaries in every part ol the 13titish empire
throughout the wortd."
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In the mean time> Mr. Smith was removed
from the Colony-house to the common jail,

and placed in a room situated over a stag-

nant water, the pernicious fumes of which
passing through the Joints of the boards, some
of which were i quarter of an inch sepa-

rate from each other, could not but be inju-

rious to him, especially in his weak and
disordered state, and therefore loudly com-
plained of, together with the fead state of
the windows, by his medical friend. Here
he was confined for about seven weeks, till

it was evident that death was not far distant

;

he was then removed to an upper room in

a more eligible part of the jail, where Mrs.
Elliot, with much difficulty obtained leave to

join Mrs. Smith in kind attention to the pa-
tient sufferer. And it is but justice to Mr.
Padmore, the keeper of the prison, to state

that he was treated by him with the greatest

humanity and tenderriess. The attention

also of Dr. Chapman to Mr. Smith deserves

to be recorded with gratitude, for no means
were spared which might contribute to the

alleviation of his sufferings.

On the 12th of January, 1824, Mr. S. ad-

dressed his last epistle to the Directors, from
whom he had received affectionate letters

,

alluding to Mhich he says,

" Under my persecutions and afflictrons it

affords me no small consolation, that the Di-

rectors cherish the assurance of my entire in-

nocence. That I am innocent of the crimes

which they have laid to my charge I have
notonlj the testimony of my own conscience

in my favour, but the attestation of all my
friends, who have made strict inquiries into

my conduct relative to this affair. The In-

structions I received from the Society I

always endeavour to act upon."

It is here material to observe, that Mr.
Smith was accused by many of the planters

in Deraerara, of bein^- the agent and spy of

the Anti-slavery society, and other similar

institutions in England, and on this account

was exceeding obnoxious to them ; but Mr.
Smith, in the near prospect of death, so-

lemnly disavows any such connexion.

These are his words,

" It appears as if the Directors have some
apprehensions of its having been possible

that I have diverted my mind in some mea-
sure from the real object of my mission,

a^d entered into correspondence and con-

This petition was infrfKlucPd in a most able and
impressive manner, ' y Sir Jatnes M;w-^ intosh.

Mr Brougham afte rwards made a ntotion in the

House, for the production of the papr-rs relating to

the in<-iirrectioii in Demerara. These were accord-
in2;ly produced, and Mr. B. g-ave notice of bis in-

tention to found a motion upoo them. Accordingly,
on the 2d and lOth of June, discussions took place, in

which Mr. Broua^hrtiu, I)r Lushtn;: on. Mr. Wilber-
force, Sir. J. Mackintosh, and Mr. Williams took a
distinguished part, when the in-ocence of Mr Smith,
and the injustice of the C )urt Martial were displayed
wit h a degree of force and eloquence seldom equalled.

nexion with some of those Societies which
are formed for the gradual abolition of slave-

ry. I can assure the Directors that this

is not the case j no letter or correspondence
of the kind ever having occurred between
me and any Society."

In a subsequent part of this interesting

letter, Mr. Smith says,

" It grieves me, dear 4irs, that I am now
a useless burthen upon the Society. 1 have
endeavoured from the beginning to discharge

my duties faithfully ; in doing so / have met
with the most uncec/sing opposition and re-

proach until at length the adversary found
an occasion to triumph over me ; but so far

have these things been from shaking my confi-

dence in the goodness of the cause in which
I was engaged, that if I were at liberty, and
my health restored, I would again proclaim,

all my days, the glad tidings of salvation,

amidst similar opposition. But of this I

see no prospect ; the Lord's hand is heavy
upon me ; still I can praise his name, that

though afflictions abound towards me, yet I

can say, the consolations of the Gospel
abound also, and I believe he will do all

things well for me."

In this truly pious manner, Mr. Smith
concludes his correspondence with the So-
ciety, who will ever cherish his memory with

respect and affection, while they mourn over
his unmerited sufferings, sympathize with his

afflicted relict, and pray for them who so -

despitefully used and persecuted their be-

loved and faithful Missionary.
The Directors having been informed of

Mr. Smith's dangerous illness, and appre-

hending that a removal to his native air

might prove beneficial, made a respectful ap-

plication to the Right Hon. Earl Bathur.st,

requesting that he might be allowed to re-

turn home
; the Directors rendering them-

selves responsible for his appearance and
good conduct. His Lordship very politely-

attended to the request, and sent orders to

Demerara to that effect, if the circumstances

of the case, at the termination of the trial,

should admit of that measure. But this

gracious concession did not reach Demerara
till about the day of his decease, and then

gave prodigious umbrage to the enemies of

Mr. Smith.

Mr. Smith had, for some time previous to

the revolt, laboured under considerable in-

disposition, and repaired to George Town on
the morning of that very day on which the

revolt happened,* to take the advice of a

physician there, who strongly recommended
his removal, as soon as possible, to the salu-

brious air of Bermuda. But this measure

* Had Mr. Smith entertained the least apprehension
of the revolt, he would either not have travelled nine

miles to George Town on that day, or if he had gone
thither, would certainly not have returned, in hfs

weak state, to the scene of tumuU and danger.
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subsequent events soon rendered impossible
;

for, in three days, he became a prisoner, and
remained such till death released him, in

about six months.

The state of his mind during his impri-

sonment, was calm and happy, although he

had much to encounter. The defence he

had to form, under many disadvantages, must
have been exceedingly laborious ; and the

false accusations brought forward, not only

by professed enemies, but by professed

friends also, whose fear of death induced

them to bear false witness against their in-

nocent pastor, must have been afflictive in

the extreme : and what must have been his

feelings when, being in a room above that in

which the Court sat, he heard the shoutings

of joy, as he had reason to believe, on the

agreement to pronounce him guilty. Yet
amidst all these sufferings, " in patience he
possessed his soul." And, at length, when
flesh and heart began to fail, the frame of

his mind wao such as corresponded with his

life of piety and labour. We cannot ex-

press this more properly than in the words
of his widow, in a letter to the Directors,

dated 13 Feb. 1824 :

" The information I have to impart is no
other than the death of my dear husband.
His severe sufferings terminated about half-

past one o'clock, on the morning of Feb. 6,

in the most happy manner. He was per-

fectly sensible to the last moment, and mani-
fested the same resignation to the will of

his Divine Master, the same unshaken confi-

dence of his acceptance with God, through

the merits of a crucified Saviour, and the

same ardent love for reading and prayer,

for which he has ever been distinguished

since 1 had the happiness of knowing him.
I feel that in being bereft of him, I have not
only lost an affectionate husband, but one
peculiarly qualified to be an help-meet, in

the highest sense. But I trust that God,
who has seen fit to take him from me, and
who, I think I may say, in a wonderful man-
ner supported me under the distressing

circumstances in which I have, for some
months past, been placed, will still be my
friend, and lead me in that narrow path, no
matter whether through floods of tribula-

tion or not, until I have the happiness of find-

ing myself landed on that peaceful shore,

where sorrow and sighing shall forever cease,

and where death shall not again part us from
those we love."

The funeral of Mr. Smith was ordered by
the public authorities to take place at the
very unusual and inconvenient hour of fouv;

in the morning, and Mrs. Smith was cruelly

forbidden to attend it. She so far complied
with the stern mandate as not to ^'follow the

corpse," but she with her friend Mrs. Elliot,

preceded by a slave with a lantern, met the

body at the grave, where the solemn service

was performed by the Rev. Mr. Austin, a
clergyman of the Established church, and
who has incurred the general odium by vin-

dicating the injured character of a man
whom he believed to be perfectly innocent
of the crimes laid to his chaise. The en-
mity of Mr. Smith's adversaries followed
him to the grave, and magisterial orders

were issued to remove some slight memo-
rials of respect which the affection of some
of his hearers were placing around it.

But " his record is on high," and the day
is approaching in which his persecutors must
appear before the judgment-seat of Christ,

to answer for their conduct towards this op-

pressed minister of the Gospel. Our sin-

cere prayer is " that they may find mercy of
the Lord in that day."

For Mr. Smith's bereaved flock, now
scattered as sheep without a shepherd, we
feel a most tender concern, and humbly hope
that the great Shepherd of the sheep, who
came to seek and save that which was lost,

will, in his own good time, furnish them
with a pastor after his own heart.

With the bereaved widow the thousands of
our British Israel sincerely sympathise for

her, their fervent prayers ascend to heaven
;

and for her future support a liberal subscrip-

tion is commenced, not only by the Mission-
ary Society, but also by persons of various

denominations, not connected with it, whose
hatred of oppression and persecution, and
whose love of liberty and of religion, havp.

iiiclined to engage in this labour of love,

and which we doubt not will be crowned with

distinguished success.

EIGHTH REPORT OF THE MARINE BIBLE SOCIETY.

PRESENTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING IN NEW-YORK, APRIL 19, 1824.

Importance of the W^k of distributing Bibles
^^^ppjy^ destitute of the Bible ; and we should

to beamen.
surprised, if this port, in the course of

There is probably, at this moment, at least one year, should present twice that number.
5000 seamen, who properly belong to txs fn It \^ a fact much to be questioned, consider-
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jng the increeise of sea population, whether
this Society, in the eight years of its exist-

ence, has gained much, if any, upon the

number of the destitute. And if this be a
fact, It must surely show a want, either of

cngagedness on the part of the managers, or

of feeling on tlie part of the Christian coin-

munity ; or of both united, in regard to the

magnitude and importance oi the work in

wnicn the Society is engaged. Be this as it

may, it is still very manifest to your mana-
gers, that their work is a very important one.

It IS important, because, that, on its perform-
ance depends, under tiod, the moral im-

provf-meiit and salvation of many seamen.
The Bible, Wo all know, is able to make

even seamen wise unto salvation, through
faith in Jeyus Christ ; and therefore it may
be as important to them as the salvation of

their own souls, and as important to those

whose duty it is to supply tnem with the Bi-

ble, as that their duty be done to these men,
so that they can meet them in peace at the

judgment-seat of Christ.

It is also a very important work in another

point of view. The Bible, if it makes sea-

men religious, surely makes them moral and
honest ; and it may have this influence, even
where it doe>s not terminate in the saving

conversion of tne soul. Those who are only

morally improved by the Bible, may be the

means, of improving the moral habits of

others ; and in this way become of more
peal value to the owners and masters of ves-

sels, in a single voyage, than would be their

adequate proportion to give to the Marine
Bible Society in a whole year. And besides

this, the moral influence which seamen have

on Society, makes it very important that

every probable means for their moral and re-

ligious improvement be used with a perse-

vering engagedness, proportionate to the

value we put upon the moral state of Society.

The Bible, it must be acknowledgt*d, is

one of the most important means of improv-

ing the morals of any class of community

,

and, therefore, the managers cannot but feel

that the M. B. S will receive -upport pro-

portionate to the value which the Christian

community put upon the moral and religious

imprT>vement of seamen. The work, then,

in which the Society is engaged, seems as

important as the moral and religious improve-

ment of seamen, and the consequences of

such improvement to the generations who
are yet unborn.

Deficiency of Means.

Viewing the importance of the enterprise

in which they are engaged, the heart of your

managers has often been pained when think-

ing of their scanty means to accomplish so

great and important an end. They have felt,

that without the Bible to enlighten him, the

soul of the mariner is hung round with mid-

nizht darkness ; find the pain of henrt, at

this view, has been heightened by the re-

flection, that they could not give him God's
revelations, because the means were not in

their hands. The means of this Society are

vastly too scanty for the magnitude and im-
portance ol the work which they have taken
in hand. It-will be seen, by a recurrence to

the Treasurer's Report, that the whole
amount of its means tor a whole year's ope-

rations, has fallen short of 220 dolls.

Most of this little income has been raised

by a few annual and life subscribers to the

Society. This small pittance, by the most
judicious managem.ent, can do but utile

towards supplying the multitude of destitute

seamen of this port with the word ol eternal

life. A tenth part oi the nett profits on a
single cargo which is brought to the owners
by the toils and baza- Is of seamen, would
often double this sum. And if commercial

men were sufficiently to feel their obligations

to God and to seamen, the managers feel that

no institution for the benefit of seamen
would be suffered to languish for the want of

pecuniary support. With means so restrict-

ed as are those of the M. B. S. it can never

be expected that much should be accomplish-

ed towards supplying the thousands of des-

titute seamen with the Bible.

tSumber of Bibles distributed.

By the Report of the distributing commit*
tees, it appears that there have been distri-

buted by the Society, during the year, only

173 Bibles ; and what are these among se

many ?" Some of these have been given to

seamen, a few have been sold to them, and
some of them have been put on board of ves-

sels, for the use of the crew while at sea,

with a request to the captains to sell as many
of them to seamen as might be- conveniently

done. In addition to these, some members
ol the distributing committee have distri-

buted about 20 Bibles, furnished by the So-

ciety for promoting the Gospel among sea-

men, being parts of donations given to their

agent, while engaged in pleading the cause

of seamen in the country. These, together

with the former distributions of this Society,

make the entire number of Bibles distributed

by them 3985, and 225 Testaments
;
which,

together, make a sum total of 4405 copies of

the Scriptures, or parts of the Scriptures,

which have been put into the hands of sea-

men by the Society since its organization.

This whole number seems to your managers
little more than sufficient for the real wants

of a single year ; and they see little pros-

pect of ever gaining the object which they

have in view, unless it can be done by a very

great increase in their means, or a different

arrangement in their plans of distribution, or

perhaps by both combining to accomplish it.

Ji^ew Mode of diatribnting Bibles.

By the little experi^.nce which ycnir nrenn-
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gers have had in the work of supplying sea-

men with Bibles, and of bringing- them pro-

perly to value that book, they are persuaded
that it is not the most judicious way, nor yet
the way best calculated to accomplish the

great ends which the Society have in view,

for a general practice to supply seamen with
the Bible gratuitously. When a Bible is so

easily obtained, there is reason to fear that

in many instances it is too lightly esteemed

;

and it is a lamentable fact that some chari-

ties of this description have been most grossly

and wickedly profaned. And as there are

few seamen, who either value the Bible

much, or who would make a good use of one
when on shore, who are not able to buy one
at the reduced price at which it may be had,

the managers have come to the resolution,

that as a general principle, they will not
without price give the Bible to seamen as

their own property. When cases occur,

however, in which real indigence, accom-
panied with an anxious desire to possess the

Scriptures, and an apparent solicitude to

read and profit by them, your distributing

committee are not restrained, but are still at

liberty to exercise, and act according to their

judgment as before. But as a general prin-

ciple, your managers think it best, and there-

fore they have resolved on the measure of
supplying vessels, rather than individual

men. Their object is to supply as many
vessels as their means will allow them, with
a certain number of Bibles, say one to three,

or one to six men, a^ the case may be ; and
then, if possible, induce the owners to pur-

chase such Bibles as a part of the vessel's

furniture , and when this cannot be effected,

authorize and request the master to sell as

many of them as he ean to the ship's com-
pany, before their wages are wasted *'with

iriotous living and with harlots." It is pretty

evident to your managers, that more seamen
will be supplied with the Bible in this way,
than in any other which has been devised

;

and it would be no surprising event to them,
if in a short time, more Bibles should in this

vra.y be sold to seamen, than they are now
able to give to them. They are confirmed
in this opinion, by the experiments made,
and the success which has attended its adop-
tion in other places ; which success, together

"vrith their own coutinuedly embarrassed cir-

cumstances, and the slow progress which
they have been able to make in their good
work, have led them to the adoption of this

measure. The plan which your managers
have adopted has been most effectually tried,

both in London and at Liverpool ; and the
result has been such as can hardly fail to im-
press every reflecting mind with the propriety

of its adoption by this board. At Liverpool
it has succeeded so well that they now have
little or no difficulty in supplying all their

destitute. Two years since, out of 961 ves-

sels, they had only 254 whrch needed- any
Vol. V. 46

supply. The number of destitute in that

port is greatly diminished within a very short

time, and the meaits of supplying are much
more abundant,

Condwsion.

Were every important sea-port to adopt
the same measure, and pursue it with that

vigilance which the importance of the sub-

ject demands, the managers would expect
the time soon to arrive when every vessel

would be supplied with the word of life.

And what port is there in the western hemis-
phere, in which such a plan should be adopt-

ed and pursued with more life and spirit

than in the port of New-York? It will rea-

dily be perceived, that in the prosecution of

the present plan, in any degree as it should
be prosecuted, a much larger amount ot

means, for a year or two, will be necessary,

than in any preceding year. And the mana-
gers look to this enlightened and Christian

community, which owes much of its pros-

perity and elevation of character to that

commerce which is carried on by the labours,

and toils, and sufferings of seamen ; and
more still to the moral influence of that

book, which it is the desire of this Society

that every seaman should possess, and im-
prove to the saving of his own soul ; to such
a community the managers look for that co-

operation and aid which is so necessary for

the object before them ; and they trust that

they shall not be suffered to look for it in

vain. The managers are anxious, on thh
new plan, to receive suflScient co-operation
on the part of the friends of seamen, and oi

humanity, to be able to put in operation, on
the minds of seamen, the moral influence of
at least a thousand Bibles during the current,

year. This it will be exceedingly easy to do,
if a sufficiency of means can be procured

;

and the the means would spontaneously flow
to their hands, if the importance of the sub-
ject were felt, either in a temporal or spirit-

ual point of view. Let the eight thousand
commercial men, and the four thousand pro-
fessional men, of this city, who annually
suffer more or less through the immoralitietJ

of seamen, give but a single shilling each, to
the funds of this Society, the loss of which,
they would never feel, and it would enable
your Managers to supply every vessel of the
port of New-York with the Bible. Or again,

let but twelve thousand of Christ's own dear
children, which he has purchased with his

own blood, each give but the same small pit-

tance, and it would produce the same happy
result. And can it be, that they will not feel

enough for the perishing sailor, to do for

him as much as this ! Shall the sailor, at the
risk of his life, furnish them with Leghorns,
and Merinoes, and Cashmeres, and Silks

;

with Teas, and Sugars, and Wines, and with
almost the entire luxuries of life, besides

much to gratify curiosity, and improve the
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mind ! and shall he not receive in return, of

human kindnes.?, of Christian tenderness

and lovej so much as the word of eternal

life ! Let it never again be told, while there

is claim laid to human feeling, or to Chris-

(ian kindness ! ! Your managers now retire,

and hope, through your mercy, to be able to
pursue their plans of giving the Bible to sea-
men, to the honour and glory of Christ, and
to the salvation of those who are very often
" in perils in the sea," to procure comforts
for those who are at ease on the land.

UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Since the date of our last number, advices have been received*
trom the Union Mission to the first of September, from the Great
Osage Missian to the first of October, and from the Cataraugus
Mission to the first of November. The Missionaries at the Western
Stations had enjoyed better health than usual, during the heat of
summer. But the hooping-cough, vvhicli had prevailed extensively

among the children in that region, visited the School at Harmony
with severity, and proved mortal to two of the smaller Indian Girls.

UNION MISSION.

llfcv. Mr. Vaill's Journal for August,
1824.

Death cCnd Funeral of an Indian Woman.

.Sttg. 19, 1824.—Just as Dr. Palmer and
myself were about taking up our horses for

the village, we received a line from Br.

Chapman, at Hope-Fields, stating that the

wife of Ses-sa Moi-neh, one of the settlers,

died lafst night, and was to be buried in a
Christian manner. According to his request,

we turned our course to the settlement.

The corpse was put into a coffin, and car-

ried on a bier by the Brethren and by the

Indians. The mourning husband and others

followed in decent order.

The deceased was dressed in her best ap-

parel, and in addition. Sister Requa spread

over her remains a linen sheet, in token of

respect. A prayer was made by myself,

and an address by Br. Chapman, wliich were
well interpreted. There remained but a
single vestige of their former superstition.

They painted her face, that it might be
known in the world beyond the grave to

what clan she belonged, and that she might
be respected accordingly. There was none
of the crying and lamentation usual (r-n such
occasions ; no pulling the hair or beating the

breast. All was stillness. I\Iy mind was
lilled with a solemn and joyful sensation :

solemn, because . it was death, and the de-

parted spirit had gone to that God of whom
she had no proper conception : joyful, to

ivitness so important a step towards civiliza-

lion Kf» a Chrrslfan burial-. W'hf^n I con-

trasted this with their distraction and bowl-
ings, and their depositing in the grave the

smoking, cooking, eating, and riding uten-

sils, and killing a horse on the spot that the

deceased might be accommodated with the

means of living and journeying ; and when
I came to hear from Br. Chapman that this

manner of interment was the choice of the

husband, and originally the desire of the de-

parted wife, who had, while living, chosen to

walk in the ways of the white people, I was
much relieved from those feelings which have
sometimes taken hold of me, in view of the

general backwardness of the nation to change
their habits.

Slate and Progress of the Indian Settlement.

It being sunset before the funeral was
over, we concluded to remain till morning.

Brs. Chapman and Requa have each of them
a cabin, connected by a covered spaceway.

They live in common as we do at Union, ex-

cept that when it is more convenient, they

eat separately. Br. Requa has the sole care

of the secular affairs of the settlement, and
of that branch of the Missionary family.

Br. Chapman is excused from labour and
care, except what may be necessary.in those

attentions which his feeble partner may re-

quire. While it is Br. Chapman's duty to

gain the language and labour among the In-

dians in spiritual things, Br. Requa is with

them to teach their hands to labour, and their

lingers to work with skill and cheerfulness.

This of course takes up the Brethren's at-

tention in the appropriate business of the

missionary ; and alre^.dv, within a rery lit •
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tie time, we have had our reward. Their

fields are waving with com. They have

loaded a canoe two or three times with me-
lons and other productions, and carried them
fifty miles down the river to market, and

sold them for cash. To see the Osage, for

tie first time, count his money, the fruits of

his industry, affords no small satisfaction.

The village at Hopefields presents a new
scene to the traveller through the Osage
Territory, and the transactions of this day
over the 0,1 ave of one whose kindred never

before sought the aid of Christians in bury-

ing their dead, should be a reproof to all

who are ready to say the Indians will never

change their habits, and should lead them to

come forward to the help of the Lord.

Visit to Clamare's Village.

Aug. 20.—Taking the Interpreter, who
resides at the settlement, %ve departed this

morning for the village, which we reached

about 3 o'clock P. M. About half way, on
the top of a hill that overlooks a vast plain

to the East, is the grave of Coo-she-ses-gre,

or the Big-Tracky a former chief, and father

of Tally.

This man, being a great friend to the

Americans, requested, when he was dying,

that he might be carried to the top of that

hill, and there buried with his face towards
the East, that he might have the pleasure of

seeing the white people as they came to

^isit the Osage village.

As we approached the town, we saw hun-
dreds of children, all nearly of the same
size, flocking towards us. Clamore, at

whose lodge we put up, received us with his

usual attention, but at this season of the

year, when they have just returned from
their hunt, their lodges are more than usual-

ly cluttered and dirty. They are now gather-

ing their corn. Indeed it is picked and
brought into their houses. The industrious

women are shelling and spreading it out on
skins to be cured in the sun, when it is put

into bags and piled in one end of the lodge.

Their crop of corn is better than usual.

They lose much of the goodness by gather-

ing it so early, and they gather it early to

save it from being destroyed. "Wliat is very

troublesome in the village is the armies of

dogs which attack you on every side as you
go from one lodge to another. If you carry

a club in your hand you can seldom hit one
of these fir^rce creatures, as they are much
skilled in the art of dodging. In the evening,

my attention ^.'as called to a war ceremony.
A number of young warriors, who are to start

day after to-morrow, (the Sabbath,) on aw^ar
expedition against the Pawnees, to avenge the

death of some of their people lately lost, were
feasting, and haranguing, and consulting

together in a retired place. On such oc-

casions they wish to be by themselves, and
it was onlv on condifion tTtprt we would not

speak to them that Dr. Palmer and myself
obtained permission of the chief to be spec-

tators for a few moments. While they were
thus consulting, one family was crying most
bitterly over the death of their friend, killed

by the Paivnees. I remonstrated with Cla-

more against this Pawnee war, which they
always keep up, and advised him to make
peace. He said that the Pawnees would
never keep a peace, but would come and
drive them from their town ; and that they
had already come so near as to destroy their

corn and shoot their arrov/s into the village.

But his main argument was this—we cannot
stop the war until we have avenged the death

of our friends, or in other words, till we have
balanced the account. But the great reasons
are the following: 1st. If they had 110 war with
the Pawnees or any other nation, their young
men would not become brave

;
and, 2dly,

if they had no war, they would have no
means of supplying themselves with horses.

Their religion also leads tbem to war, to

avenge the death of friends, even if they die

by sickness. This is illustrated by Tally's

observation a few days ago, at the Missiori-

house. He had just lost his daughter by
sickness. He said that he had just returned

from a successful war against the Pawnees,
and had time only to take his daughter into

his arms, and she died. ^ Now, said he, I

must go once more to avenge the death of

my child. Such an expression from a chieij*|

apparently so amiable in his mind and so"
agreeable in his manners as Tally, was
shocking beyond expression.

Our Interpreter had a message to the
Chiefs from the Agent, requesting their at-

tendance at the Cantonment in four days, to

have an interview with the counsellor for the

the prisoners at Little Rock, who had come
up to take their depositions, by way of pre-

paration for the trial in October. This mes-
sage was delivered soon after our arrival.

The chiefs were called together, a consulta-
tion held, and they agreed to go. After
having been invited to eat at ten different

lodges, and having finished the business of
the day with prayer, we spread our blankets

.and lay down to rest.

Fhial Intcrvieio with Clamore.

Aug. 21.—The hooping-cough prevails

among the children of the village, and Dr.
Palmer has been occupied all the morning,
as he was last evening, in administering to

those who are in need. We consider it our
duty to administer medicines, as we preach
the gospel, without remuneration. This
bill of expense, however, has not at any
time been great. Before we left the village,

I had another interview with Clamore, in

which he still contended for the propriety

and the right of jvvenging the deaths of re-

latives by slaying some of his enemies. In
the course of his arguments, he plewd fhat



364 Umm PROCEEDINGS

the white people proceeded by the same rule,

ill requiring the late murderers, I told him
that those murderers had broken the laws of

God and man. I:i reply, he said the white

geople had broken the laws of man and of

God too, in hunting on their ground. I was
about to proceed to give further instructions,

when an invitation came for us to eat. As
they were like to be in great commotion to-

morrow, the braves going to war, and the

chiefs to the garrison, I concluded to post-

pone preaching in the village for two weeks.
I therefore announced to the Chiefs my in-

tention to visit them again in two weeks, to

preach on God^s day his word to them and
their people.

Osage Youth preparing for the School at

ComxcalL

This morning, found Robert Munroe at

h.is mother's lodge, who has been from Union
ever since June. When the order from New-
York was made known to him, he replied

that he wished to go to Cornwall. Stephen
Van Rensselaer is desirous to do the same,
and we shall get them under way, if pos-

sible, by the last of September. Tally told

us if they should call for his son, he would
also send him. Would it not be of great

benefit to the nation for the Board of Mana-
giers to send for one son of Clamore, the

first Chief, and for Philip Milledoler, Tally's

ttldest boy ? Language fails to set forth

"he probable importance of this measure.
Could a few youth, who have influence, be
separated from the nation and become civi-

lized, and feel themselves independent of

the foolish superstitions of these people,

they would probably promote the reforma-

tion of the nation beyond any other means.
K have only time to subscribe myself,

Yours, &c.

(Signed,) WM. F. VAILL,

GREAT OSAGE MISSION.

Journal for. August, 1824.

Aug. 2.—Br. Pixley, finding it impractica-

ble at present to remove with his family to

the neighbourhood of the Indian Village as

he had for some time contemplated, set out

this evening himself, in company with a

small party of Indians. He designs to tra-

vel chiefly by night, in order to avoid the an-

noyance of the large flies, which, at this

season of the year, endanger the lives of ani-

mals in crossing ijicse plains by day.

JSontMy Concert.

In uniting our supplications with those

of the thousands of Israel, which, on this

evening ascend to the Father of Mercies
for the advancement of the Redeemer'*
kingrdoni, we endeavoured, amidst the dis-

couraging appearances around us, to

strengthen our faith in the certainty, and
enlarge our conceptions of the completeness
and glory of his future triumph over every
branch of an apostate race, by contempla-
ting the rich and variegated views exhibited

in the 72d Psalm. In vain do those who
are ignorant of the Scriptures and the powev
of God allege the ignorance, perverseness,

and roving habits of the Indian tribes, as

insuperable obstacles to their conversion,

while it is expressly declared by the Spirit

of Truth, not only that " all kings shall fall

down before the Messiah, and all nations

shall serve him but " they of the wilder^

ness shall bow before him."

Visit to the Indian Villages.

Aug. 6.—Brs. Dodge, Montgomery, and
Sprague set out this evening on a tour to

the Indian Villages, with the view especially

of consulting the Little Osages on tlieir dis-

position to receive a branch of the family to

live near their village, for the purpose of aid-

ing them in acquiring the use of the plough,

and the other necessary arts of life, as well as

of enjoying a more favourable opportunity of

instructing them in the things of religioir.

Cruelty of an Osage Mother to her dying

Child.

Aug. 12.—A little Indian girl died at the

tents near the Mission-House. Her mother
refused to have any medical assistance ren-

dered. She said she wished the girl to die,

and even attempted to stop her breath when
in the agonies of death. Such is the effect

of Pagan darkness ! While it leaves the

bereaved relative to the most frantic exces-

ses of grief, it perverts even the fond affec-

tions of a mother from their proper channel,

and in the hour when most a mother's ten-

derness is needed, exposes her hapless off-

spring to the wayward suggestions of igno-

rance and depravity.

Return of the Commissioners.

Aug. 19.—Brs. Dodge and Sprague re-

turned early this morning from the Ne-o-

sho, having left Br. Montgomery to continue

some time longer among the Indians. In

their tour they have visited the three villa-

ges belonging to our branch of the nation,

Viz. White-Hair's, the Little Osage, and the

Possagony ; the latter situated on the Ver-

digris, about thirty miles south-westerly from

the two former, had never before been visit-

ed by any of our family.

White-Hair's People, with whom we have

had most intercourse, appear to be slowly

inclining to civilized life. Many of the 'men

this season have assisted the women in cul-

tivating corn, a thing which formerly was
almost unheard of among them. A namber

of the most considerate hstened to the word

of God, which was disqpenp'ed to fhem.

f
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though in a broken manner, by brother

Montgomery, and with a good degree of at-

tention and candour. They said they could

not understand some part of what brother

M. said, and wLshed the brethren to procure

a good interpreter when they visited them
again.

The Little Osages, from their want of op-

portunity to become acquainted with our

views, were, not unexpectedly, found to en-

tertain many prejudices. The pi'incipal

chief, and a number of the leading men said,

it would be quite agreeable to them if a few
individuals of the family should come to re-

side near them ; but they w^ere apprehensive

that their young men could not be restrained

from stealing or injuring our property. In

the council which was convened on the sub-

ject, they concluded to defer their answer
until they should have an opportunity of

consulting the new agent. The next morn-
ing they were invited to assemble to hear a

talk about God's book, when a respectable

number of men gave a very decent attention

to a discourse from brother Dodge, though
It had to pass through two interpretations,

and a repetition by the counsellor, before it

reached them.
At the Possagony Village the brethren ar-

rived on Friday, and remained till Monday.
The news respecting the appointment of a

jjew agent had already reached this village,

and immediately on the brethren's arrival

the lodge was filled with men anxious to

know when he might be expected to visit

their village. Major Graham considering

the situation of these people, at such a dis-

tance from the other villages, as having an
unfavourable eftect on their conduct, ad-

vised them at his last visit to remove to the

Neosho. They now feel quite an interest to

know whether this plan will be prosecuted

by governor M'Nair. Here also the people

were addressed publicly, and much conver-

sation was had with individuals on the sub-

ject of religion ; and though, in a few in-

stances, they attempted to defend their old

opinions, nothing like warmth or dissatis-

faction was exhibited. At no place were the

brethren more kindly received or more hos-

pitably entertained.

Though the brethren have not yet fully

succeeded in accomplishing tile particular

object of their visit to the Little Osages,

yet we trust their tour has not been Avholly

in vain. Our acquaintance with the Osages
has been enlarged ; an attempt has been
made at all the villages to introduce meetings
for religious instruction ; and some useful

information, on various subjects, has been
communicated in conversation with indi-

viduals.

Barbarous Treatment of the aged and infirm.

During theLr stay in the Possagony vil-

lage the brethren witnessed another instance

of the shocking custom of hastening the
death of persons supposed to be near their

end. It was in the case of an old man, who
had been painted and attired for his journey
to the invisible world, but who did not ap-
pear likely to depart so speedily as his friends

expected. Wearied with the vociferous
lamentation which they had continued for

several hours, they placed a thick blanket
over his mouth and face, in such a manner
as greatly to hinder his respiration. It

being immediately removed by the brethren,
the family waited some time longer, when,
after performing some further ceremonies
about the dying man, they again drew the
blanket over his face, doubling it, the more
effectually to accomplish their purpose. The
brethren having interposed a second time,
the poor man was permitted to breathe his

last in peace. The worthlessness of the
grief exhibited on these occasions appears
also from another circumstance : a crowd of
women, greatly incommoding the sick man
by their noise, and by preventing the circu-

lation of the air, the brethren advised the
family to have the lodge cleaied, to which
one of the sons replied, that when several
bags of provisions, which had been laid on
the floor, were distributed, they would with-
draw, which took place some time previous
to the death of the old man, and at ojice

terminated the crying of the women.
Various JVoh'ces.

.iugitst 23.—Philip Milledoler, one of the
two large boys who left the school a year
and a half since, being in this vicinity, and
manifesting a desire to return to school, is

again received. Having a widowed mother
and several sisters depending in some mea-
sure on him for support, his cause of absence
has been much more reasonable than that of
his companion.

August 24.—Brother Sprague commenced
yesterday gathering a field of about fifteen

acres of corn, potatoes, and beans, with the
help of the Indian boys, when not engaged
in school.

August 31.—Several cases of ague have
occurred in the family during the month, but
not more obstinate than usual at this sea-
son. The hooping-cough has been general
among the children of this country, and has
fallen heavily upon those of our school. In
cases where it was joined with the disease
of the country it was particularly severe,
and proved mortal to two of the smallest of
our Indian girls.

W. B. MONTGOMERY.

STATE OF THE WEATHER DURING THE
MONTH.

Thennometer.

Sun Kise. Two o'clock. Nine o'clock-.

Mean range 70 82 76
Highest 81 96 87
I/Owe?t n4 70 61
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Winds.

South . . 11 days.

East .. 8
West .. 3

North .. 6 ..

South East 1 .

.

North East 2 .

.

Clear 17 days.
• Cloudy 8 ..

Rainy G .

,

CATARAUGUS MISSION.

M^R. thayer's first annual report to
THE SECRETARY OP WAR

Cataraugus Mission-Honse,

Oct. 1, 1824.

To the Hon. J. C. Calhoun,
Secretary of War.

Respected and Dear Sir—As no report

of this mission has hitherto been forwarded
to your department, I will briefly advert to

its commencement, and then show its pro-

gress to the present time, in the month of

March, 1822, the secretary of the United
Foreign Missionary Society received a letter,

signed by 22 Indian chiefs, belonging to Buf-
falo, Cataraugus, and Alleghany, containing

an urgent request that the society ivould

consider their brethren at Cataraugus, and
send them a teacher to instruct their chil-

dren, and females to teach their women to

spin, weave, &c. and mechanics for the bene-

fit of their young men. Thereupon, the so-

ciety resolved that a teacher and his family

should be immediately sent to Cataraugus :

and that a female teacher, and mechanics
acquainted with the blacksmith and wheel-
wright business, should be furnished as soon
as circumstances should justify such a mea-
sure.

Having received my appointment and the

necessary instructions, I left New-York with

my family, and arrived at the Seneca Mis-
sion-House, on the Buffalo reservation, early

in the month of May. I immediately visited

the Indians at Cataraugus, where I was re-

ceived by the Christian party v, ith lively de-

monstrations of gratitude and joy. They
said it was a good day that brought us to-

gether, and promised to do all in their power
,to put up the buildings, and help forward the

work. I was authorized to erect a school-

house and other buildings immediately, but
ioarning that there was a party of Indians

violently opposed to such measures, and that

they had declared that as soon as the build-

ing was begun they would take their axes
and hew it down, I thought it expedient to

defer building for the present. At the re-

quest of the Indians, I hired a temporary
<twelling near the Reservation, and statedly

met with them on the sabbath for religious

worship. In the fall, as the opposition still

continued, and as all white people were pro-

hibited^ from settling on Indian lands by an
act ofthe state legislature, the chiefs desired

me' to procure a suitable building as near
them as I could, and open a school for the
instruction of their children. As an induce-
ment to this measure, and an evidence of
their solicitude on this subject, they promised
to furnish for the school a considerable quan-
tity of meat and grain. Accordingly a
suitable house was provided, and the neces-

sary preparations for receiving the childi'en

into the family were made with as little delay

as possible. The mission school was opened
on the I4th of January, 1823, when fourteen

promising children were formally surrender-

ed to our care and authority by the chiefs in

the following language :
" Brother, ytfu see

our children. So far we have brought them
up. We now take them from our arms and
give them to you. Let them be your chil-

dren. Instruct them in those things you
think will be useful to them, and bring them

*

up in good white peojtle's ways, especially

in gospel things. Teach them to keep the

sabbath day, and be good, and we shall thank
you, and thank you, and our children will

thank you for ever."

About this time a female teacher was
added to the mission family. During the

following season, as the house which we had
hired was at an inconvenient distance from
the Indians' village, and could be obtained

only for one year, and as it was not practi-

cable to build on Indian land, the Board
thought proper to purchase a lot of land con-

taining 59 1-2 acres, immediately adjoining

the Reservation, on which have been erected

comfortable and convenient frame buildings

for the family and school, sufficiently large to

accommodate fifty or sixty children. The
value of the missionary farm is greatly in-

creased by the consideration that a state

road has been recently laid out through it,

passing by the building and through the In-

dian village, making a direct rout from Buf-

fahs to Fredonia, from which villages the

mission-house is nearly equidistant.

The school has continued in successful

operation from the commencement to the

present time. In December last, it was re-

moved to the new buildings, when the num-
ber of children soon increased to twenty-

seven, among whom were four received from
that party, hitherto much opposed to the

school. Early in March another male
teacher was added to the family. About
this time the Seneca mission family and
school on the Buflalo reservation were re-

moved by the law of the state. It was
therefore thought expedient to propose to

the Buffalo chiefs to send their children to

this school. Accordingly, one male and two
female members of the Seneca Mission Fa-

mily, and eighteei) children «oon arrived at
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this statiou. These, together with several

from the Alleghany reservation, enlarged our

number of Indian children to forty-eight,

which has been the stated number through

the summer, thirty-two Boys, and sixteen

Girls. All of them live in our family, and
are fed and clothed at the expense of the So-

ciety, excepting some provision furnished by
the Indians. They have progressed in their

studies and in the acquisition of the English

language, in the proportion to the time they

have been in school. Several of them arc

beginning to speak the English very well. At
the Quarterly examination jesterday, two
classes of fifteen hoys and eight girls, read in

the Testament. Another class of eight boys,

in reading lessons. All of these three class-

es spelt out of the book from various tables

in Webster's spelling-book without missing

but two or three words. Eight of the best

readers were selected for reading in Mur-
ray's English Reader, and answered a few
questions in grammar and geography, to

which studies they have attended but a short

time. About twenty have made considerable

proficiency in writing, some of whom can
write a handsome hand. Fourteen boys
have commenced and made some progress in

arithmetic. The other children have more
recently entered the school, but have made
good progress in spelling and writing on slates.

The boys, when out of school, are employ-
ed, as circumstances require, in the various

business of the farm or family. In addition

to common school learning, the girls are
taught sewing, spinning, knitting, and other

domestic employments, in which branches
they have made desirable proficiency.

On the whoie the progress of the school

is as great as could be reasonably expected,
and our prospects are encouraging. We
have every inducement to persevere in our
labours, knowing that in due time we shall

reap if we faint not. For the want of the

means of support we have refused se-

veral interesting children who were anxious
to be admitted to the privileges of the

school. The opposition of the Pagans
is gradually subsiding, so that they begin to

offer us their children. Considerable im-
provement has been made among the In-

dians. Some of them have become quite

industrious, and have well cultivated farms.

The expenses of the Mission family from
its commencement to Oct. 1823, amounted
to

v<5 1626 62
The cuiTent expenses of the mis-

sion from Oct. 1st, 1823, are to

Oct. 1st, 1824 1725 52
Expense of building house and

school-house 1060 00
Building log barn and clearing land 130 88
Lot of 59 1-2 acres of land 240 50

$ 4783 52

There are connected with this establish-

ment the following persons, viz.

Mr. William A. Thayer, Superintendent.

Mrs. Thayer and three children.

Mr. Hanover Bradley, Teacher.
Mr. Oilman Clarke, Teacher and Farmer.
Mr. George Read, Interpreter.

Miss Lucy Beardsley, )

Miss Asenath Bishop, > Teachers, &c.
Miss Phoebe Selden, )

These persons have engaged in the work,
from motives of benevolence, and receive no
other compensation than their board and
clothing. It is their hearts' desire to be in-

strumental, in the hands of God, of promo-
ting the interests of these Indians, and of

raising them from their present state of de-

gradation to the enjoyment of religion and
the blessings of civilized life.

Limited as we are in our operations for the

want of funds, considering the embarrassed
state of the society and the expense of our
buildings, we respectfully submit to the

consideration of the executive, whether any
appropriation may be made from government
towards defraying the expense of buildings,

aiding in the benevolent work of educating

these Heathen children, and bestowing the

benefits of civilization upon a long neglected

people.

HAYTIAN MISSION.

In our last, it was mentioned, that the ma-
nagers of the United Foreign Missionary So-
ciety had appointed Mf. Pennington, a co-
loured minister of the gospel, as a missionary
to the American emigrants in the island of
Hayti, and that he sailed, on the 14th of Oc-
tober, for his destined residence. We have
now to add, that the Board have since ap-

pointed Mr. Hughes, of Philadelphia, as su-

perintendent of the Haytian Mission. Mr.
Hughes, although a native of one of the West
India islands, has resided a number of years
in Philadelphia, and has, for some time, sus-

tained the pastoral charge of a coloured con-
gregation in that city. He received his theo-

logical education under the care of the Phila-

delphia Presbytery, and by that body was
regularly licensed and ordained. He is re-

presented as highly respectable in point of
talents and discretion as well as piety ; and
as being well qualified for the station to

which he has been appointed. He is now
preparing for his voyage, and will probably
take his departure early in the pjesent month.
Many coloured people have already sailed

from the ports of New-York, Philadelphia,

and Baltimore ; and should the tide of emi-
gration continue, several thousands will have
arrived at Hayti before the next spring, and
will have formed an extensive and important
field for missionary laboor.
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ENGLAND.

BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCaETV,

Opposition of Papists to the free Circulation of the Scriptures.

[From the London Missionary Register.]

We sliall quote two documents in proof of the in-

creasing; alarm, wiiich is felt by tbe adherents of the

liomanSee at the progress of the Society.

At a Meeting of the Bible Society of Clonakilty in

the south of Ireland, afier the Report had been read,

and the usual resolutions brought forward, Mr.

Sheahan, a Roman Catholic then present, proposed

the following Counter Resolutions—

1. That, though we piously believe in all

the statements of the Old Testament, we do
still conceive that many of those statements

deserve to be admired rather as the genuine
records of a sensual people, than as the

daily lessons of a Christian and spiritual
generation.

2. That we could particularize many of

those statements ; but that a sense of public

decency, and a regard for the young, the

weak, and the unenlightened of this meeting,
peremptorily forbid it.

3. That, though we firmly believe in every

line of the New Testament, we do still con-

sider that there are many passages contained

therein difficult of comprehension—that

as the WORD when spoken, was misunder-
stood by the Jew, so, when written, it may
be misconceived by the Christian—and that

the indiscriminate use of either the New or

the Old Testament, without reference to age
or sex, note, or comment, may but lead to

fanaticism and infidelity.

4. That, in England, the centre of Biblical

operations and the test of their utility, fana-

ticism and infidelity have increased with the

indiscriminate use of the Scriptures—the

people of that country are now more incon-

tinent than ever—dishonesty is spreading

rapidly among the lower orders—the state of

the criminal calendar in many places has

been horribly appalling—and fanaticism has

found the Bible there for its prop, and infi-

delity for its parent.

5. From the foregoing considerations, that,

while we revere the Sacred Scriptures as a

valuable deposite in the church of God, and
because we so revere them, we do entirely

discountenance their indiscriminate circula-

tion, as theoretically wrong and practically

injuriotis.

The other document to which we refer is a Circulai*

Letter of the new Pope, dated on the Sd of May,

from which we extract the following passages—

What shall I say more ? The iniquity of
our enemies has so increased, that, besides
the deluge of pernicious books contrary to
the Faith, it even goes so far as to convert
to the detriment of religion, the Holy Scrip-
tures, which have been given us from above
for tjbe general edification.

You are not ignorant, Venerable Brethren^
that a society, vulgarly called the Bible So-
ciety, audaciously spreads itself over the
whole earth : and that, in contempt of the
traditions of the Holy Fathers and contrary
to the Decree of the Council of Trent, it

exerts all its efforts and every means to

translate, or rather to corrupt, the Holy
Scriptures into the vulgar tongue of all

nations : which gives just cause to fear that
it may happen in all the other translations, as
in those already known—namely, that we
shall find in them a bad interpretation—in-

stead of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the

Gospel of Man ! or, rather, the Gospel of
the Devil

!

Behold, V^enerable Brethren, whither this

Society tends
;
which, besides, omits nothing

to accomplish its impious wishes : for it glo-

ries, not only in printing its translations, but
even in going about in the towns and distri-

buting them among the people
,
and, to se-

duce the simple, sometimes it sells them, and
sometimes with perfidious liberality gives

them away.

Were an enemy to rof)ery, resolutely fjut secretly

bent on the destruction of its tyranny over the minds

of avowed Christi-ins, to recommend the course most

likely to hasten that desired consummation, he might

well be tbe prompter of those councils which now

seem to guide the Church of Rome. A more infani-

ated course could not well be adopted. It now wages

open war against the authority and mjfficiency of the

Scriptures, for though in the Pope's Circular it seems

intended to disguise, by a studied ambiguity of ex-

pression, his real hostility to the free circulation of

the genuine Scriptures, by invectives against the

tj^nslalidus, as per^wCmg tbe " Gtrspd of Jes't*
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Christ," not merely into the Gospel of man, • but

into the " tJospel of the Devil 1"—yet this is all pre-

text, designed to cover the real enmity of the Iloman

See to the pure Scriptures. For it is sufficiently

known, that Protesuini Bible Societies freely circu-

late, wliere their own better Translations would not

be received, the Vul^te of the Latin Church, or

Versions conformed to the Vulgate—under the full

conviction, that the worst translation among' them

promulgates the Truths necessary to salvation.

The^ Pope will let the world have tiie Holy Scrip-

tures, which were revealed for the salvation of all,

only on condition that he shall point out what parts

are to be read, and how those parts ar^ to be under-

stood! His Devotee, Mr. Sheahan, comes boldly for-

ward with this claim. And on this daring assump-

tion, the Scriptures themselves, and the whole

Christian Church out of the pale of the Roman

Division of it, are now at issue with this pretended

Infallible Guide. With adventurous audacity, the

Old Testament is denounced as dangerous, though

our Lord himself, referring to this portion of the

Sacred Word, commands all to sea>xh the Scriptures,

and St. Paul, with the same portion of the Divine

Records in his eye, declares that all Scripture is given

by inspiration of God, and is able to make wise wito

salvation. The New Testament is decried as unin-

telligible and likely to mislead, though St. Peter

himself, whose successors in authority the Popes

allege themselves to be, urges on all the study of

even its most difficult portions, notwithstanding there

are things bard to be understood, and which the

unstable would wrest to their own destruction.

But all this proceeds on ignorance or neglect of

the awful method of the Divine Proceedure—He, who

is indiflerent or hostile to Truth, shall find, as his

judicial punishment,abtmdant occasions of objection,

while the hun^ble and anxious inquirer will receive

it, and be saved. He that hath ears to heco; let him

hear.'

The blasphemous insinuation in Mr. Sheaban's

fourth Resolution may well furnish to him cause of

shame and contrition as long as he lives.

FRANCE.
PARIS BIBLE SOCIETf.

State andProgi-ess of the Institution.

The fifth Report contains the following particulars

—

The sum received last year from the
Auxiliary Societies, amounts to 9387 francs,

and far surpasses their contributions in any
preceding year. By following up the system
of establishing Branch Societies, which your
Committee has uniformly recommended, the

Auxiliary Society of Castres alone, in the

Department of Tarn, was enabled, at the

close of the first year of its establishment,

to remit us the sum of 1500 francs.

Vol. V 47

Nor can we pass over in silence another
class of subscribers, who will no doubt
awaken a lively interest i-.i their behalf; we
mean the pupils attached to our Protestant
Schools and Institutions. We more parti-

cularly allude to those belonging to the
Churches of Bourdeaux, Nismes, Asnieres,

Chatillon sur Loire, the obscure villages of
Sulzern in the Upper Rhine, and to various

establishments in this capital. The dona-
tions of these dear children will be regarded
by you as doubly precious, when considered
as affording a speaking proof of the excel-

lent sentiments which animate the rising

generation, and as announcing the dawn of
a new life and godly zeal among all the Pro-
testant Churches of France. May the Lord
vouchsafe His blessing to these generous
children ; and preserve in their hearts a holy
ardour for distributing the Word of Life,

and for every thing which is good and well-

pleasing unto God !

You will likewise learn, with great satis-

faction, that the Associations established in

the capital have already produced the sum
of 1222 francs by subscriptions, 625 francs

by the sale of Bibles.

The number of copies delivered out of
the warehouse during the Fourth Year was
9823: those so delivered, during the last

year amounted to 12,254 ;
showing an in-

crease of 2531, and making the aggregate
number of volumes circulated by the Com-
mittee since its first establishment to be
42,129, without taking into account copies

which the Auxiliary Societies may have ob-
tained from other sources. Nor do we con-
ceive the calculation to be overrated, when
we estimate the number of Bibles and New
Testaments issued by the different Bible So-
cieties in France at 50,000 ;

while, at the
same time, we must freely confess it as our
opinion, that, but for the establishment of
these Societies, scarcely a tenth part of that

number would have found its way into the

hands of the faithful. Yet, great as this

number may appear, we cannot refrain from
joining in the remark of one of the most
zealous advocates for the cause of the Bible

in the South of France—" What has hither-

to been done, is but trifling, when compared
with what still remains to do ;" for, how
much soever we may be inclined to under-
rate the Protestant Population of France,
we are far, very far, from having satisfied all

the wants of our religious brethren in this

country.

ISLAND OF OTAHEITE.

[From the Paris Moniteur of Sept. 1, 1824.]

Extract of a letter addressed to the French
Minister of Marine, by Mons. Duperry,

Lieutenant, commanding the Royal Cor^
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vette Coquille, dated Bay of Malavai^ Is-

land of TaheitCy ISth of May, 1823.

On the 3d of May, at sunrise, the sky

cleared up, the dark fogs which had for se-

veral days confined our horizon dispersed,

and all at once the Island of Taheite offered

to our view the rich and tempting produc-

tions, which nature brings forth so abun-

dantly upon its soil.

At four o'clock in the afternoon, we an-

chored in the bay of Matavai ; without having

a single sick person on board, notwithstand-

ing the dangerous passage which we had ex-

perienced.

When Wallis, Bougainville, Cook, and

Vancouver formerly approached this island,

they were boarded by a great number of ca-

noes. We were, therefore, very much sur-

prised, at not beholding a single one coming

towards us. W^e soon learned the cause,

AU were then gone to Public Worship : but,

the next morning, the islanders, in great

numbers, brought us provisions of every

kind.

The Missionaries every year convoke the

whole population, which consists of 7000

souls, in the Church of Papahoa. This

happened to be the time of the annual con-

vocation. They discuss the several articles

of a code of Laws, proposed by the Mis-

sion ; and the Taheitan Chiefs ascend the

tribunal, and speak with much vehemence

for hours together.

The Island of Taheite, about two months

£^go, declared itself independent. The Eng-

lish Flag, which had -waved upon the island

since the voyage of Wallis, is exchanged for

a red flag, upon which we remark a white

star in the upper angle.

Tlie Missionaries, for whom the Natives

preserve a great veneration, have neverthe-

less maintained their influence. We were

most cordially received ; and the inhabitants

furnished us with provisions in abundance,

and gave us many curious objects in ex-

change for a few trifles.

The Island of Taheite is now very dif-

ferent from what it was in the time of Cook.

The Missionaries of the Royal* Society of

London have totally changed the manners
and the customs of the inhabitants. Idol-

atry no longer exists among them, and they

universally profess the Christian Religion.

The women no longer abide on board the

ships
;
they even manifest an extreme re-

serve, when we meet them on shore. Mar-
riages are celebrated among them, as in

Europe; and the King has subjected him-
self to one wife. The women are admitted

to the tables of their husbands.

The abominable prostitution formerly

practised among them no longer exists.

The bloody wars in which they engaged, and

the human sacrifices which they offered,

have ceased since 1816.

The Natives can all read and write
;
they

have religious books in their hands, trans-

lated into their language, and printed at

Taheite or Eimeo. Fine Churches have been
erected ; and the people all resort to them
twice in the week, with great devotion, to

hear preaching. Several individuals take
notes of the most interesting passages of the

Discourse.

This letter was copied into the " Archive du

Chrisiianisme" for the Month of June, and accom-
panied with the ffjilowing' editorial remarks

—

Such is the Christianity of Otaheite, which
some fear not to denominate a vitiated Chris-

tianity—such are the fruits, which certain

persons, embued with prejudice, and little

acquainted with the actual state of Evan-
gelical Missions, call fruits of intolerance

and superstition ! We pray God from the

bottom of our hearts, to multiply these fruits

—to cause this tree of life to grow and pros-

per more and more, which has been trans-

planted by magnanimous Brethren, filled

with zeal, into distant regions. We con-
gratulate those Brethren, that they have
aflforded the friends of this glorious and holy

cause an undeniable testimony to the labours

and success of Protestant Missionaries,

from a catholic, in an authentic despatch,

sent to a cahtholic Government. We
admire the ways of Providence, which fur-

nish us, through our Political Journals, with
a better answer to imprudent friends, who
do not perceive that they injure the cause
which they think to serve: and, without
pretending to find in Missions among Pa-
gans a perfection incompatible with every
work performed by human instruments, we
bless those Christians who devote themselves

with a faith, zeal, and self-denial, so admira-
ble ; and we call upon all the friends oi the

Gospel to second their labours by their con-
tributions and their prayers.

We wish to refute vague objections and
unfounded allegations only by facts. The
Letter which we have just transcribed speaks

more than volumes.

TRAVANCORE.
COTYM.

Church Missionary Society,

From the Sixth Report of the Madras
committee we extract the latest accounts of

the mission among the Syrians.

State of the Schools.

In the course of this year, the committee

were induced, on an ui^ent application from

the superintendent, to double the allowance

granted for the Parochial schools connected

with this mission, the expense of which is

now 400 rupees per quarter. How well this
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extension of the society's bounty was be-

stowed will be judged by the following Re-
port of the present state of the schools from
the Rev. Mr. Baker.

"On an examination of the boys in the

grammar-school there is abundant cause for

gratitude and praise to God, for the blessing

which He continues to bestow on the ip-

structions given them. The improvement
during the last year has been considerable,

and not at all less than what was anticipated

at this season of the former year. Two
only of the boys who were then present have
left us ; and this was owing solely to ill

health : while several others have come ; and
caused us joy, by their diligent application

to study, and by the exertions which they
have made and are still making to overtake

the younger boys who came before them and
still rank above them. The present number
of pupils is 43 ; most of vrhom are learning

English and Sancrit, as well as Malayalim.
The firs^ class are translating fables and short

stories from English into Malayalim
;
they

have a tolerably good knowledge of English

grammar, and are reading parts of the Bible

which they readily understand ; and this is

the more interesting to them, as they have
no Bible in their ovm language. The second
class are parsing the sentences of Murray's
grammar, which they are on the eve of

finishing ; and are committing the words of

a small vocabulary to memory. The rest

are merely learning to read and spell from
the cards and school-books used in Dr. Bell's

schools. The report which the Sanscrit

teacher gives of their progress, under his

instructions, is likewise favourable.
" We have just completed the number of

Parochial schools which we think at present

called for among the Syrians. There is not,

strictly speaking, a school to every parish
;

but there is not a place where 15 children

can be brought together to which a school-

master has not been appointed. These
schools are 51 in number ; and contain, ac-

cording to the latest returns, 1333 children."

Sijrian College.

The committee regret to state, that the

Rev. Mr. Fenn, whose valuable services in

the superintendence of this important insti-

tution have been so often acknowledged, has

suffered severely in his health during the

current year. It is impossible not to con-
nect this circumstance with his unassisted

and indefatigable exertions in the various

duties of the college and mission, and the

afflictive occurrences that have befallen the
college in the events which are noticed in the

following report lately received of his de-

partment of the mission. The correspond-
ing committee lament exceedingly, that the
non-arrival of additional missionaries from
England renders it impracticable for them to

afford to the excellent men engaged in this

Tnn.'Tt interesting aikI important sphpre of

missionary labour, the assistance which the

extent of their work and the debilitated

state of the health of two of them render so

urgently necessary.

The college now consists of 45 students.

Their attendance is punctual
;
allowing gf

interruption, only by their own illness, ov

the illness and decease of near relatives.

Their application, since the last report, has,

upon the whole, been good and deserving of
praise.

Their progress, generally, has been slower
than was anticipated. The principal cause
is the want of proper instruction. As long

as the college continues in its present desti-

tute condition, the progress of the students

must continue sadly deficient.

Besides this constant hinderance to the suc-

cess of the college, it met with another draw-
back in the months of December and Jan-
uary last, when I was necessarily absent at

Quilon, on account of Mrs.Fenn's illness :

and, in the month of May, an afflirtive pro^

vidence occurred, which deprived the college

of its most efficient aid : I mean the death

of Thomas Woodroffe, who died by the bite

of a snake. He Avas a youth of no ordinary

talents ; which were accompanied by great

perseverance and energy. He had the com-
plete direction of the studies of students

under me. Excepting Marciis and the first

Latin class, the rest I intrusted entirely to

him. He had been attached to the mission

a little more than three years
;
during which

time he had acquired a very grammatical
and thorough knowledge of his own lan-

guage, in which he had read Robertson's
Histories, Locke's smaller Essay on the Con-
duct of the Understanding, Barrow's Lec-
tures on Belles Lettres and Logic, a consi-

derable part of bishop Hopkins's works,
Cowper, and Milton, besides many smaller
works : he had also made himself a very fair

Latin scholar, and had just begun Greek, an.d

was reading ^Esop's Fables in the Graeca
Minora, translating them into Latin and
English : he had read Algebra, as far as

Quadratic Equations ; and a few of the
problems of the First Book of Euclid. With
his conduct while with me, I have abundant
cause to be satisfied. I believe him to have,
been a strictly upright and conscientious

youth, and under the decided influence of
the love and fear of God. Marcus now fills

his place
;
but, in some things, as for in-

stance in English Literature, is, of course,

much inferior : in other respects he has the

advantage of him : as, thank God, his mortal
course is not yet terminated, I would say no
more than that he grows in my affection and
esteem daily. That I have been, in any way,
contributory to the comfort of two such
youths, is one of the highest pleasures which
I enjoy.

The committee will, I hope, excuse me for

mentioning once again, that the college at

Cntym fc the nnlv PstaMishrrfent of fhe kifW
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in tbe diocess of Travancore, belonging to

this ancient branch of an ancient church

—

that the diocess is an extensive one, reach-

ing in length 1 50 or 200 miles, and in breadth

40 or 50 miles—that the Metropolitan is very

anxious, even to a degree that it is difficult

to express in writing, for the cultivation of

sound learning, and especially sound Biblical

learning, among his people ; and more par-

ticularly among the clergy, and those des-

tined for the clerical office—that the college

is an object of considerable interest, both

among the Syrians themselves and the other

classes of the inhabitants of the country

—

that, after a trial of lour years, it is clearly

proved, that, %vith proper support, an esta-

blishment of this kind will succeed ; but that

the support at present afforded the Metropo-
litan herein is wholly insufficient for the pur-

pose.

Syrian Churches, and Translations.

Under this head, the Rev. Mr. Bailey

writes as follows :

—

In reviewing the proceedings of the past

year, it is not in my power to furnish the

corresponding committee with a report of

much having been done, in that department
of the mission which falls to me.

I much wished for some homilies of our

church, and some short sermons, to have been
translated into Malayalim, and distributed

among the Syrian clergy, in order that they

might read them to the people ; but this has

not been done, for want of a person capable

of translating from English into Malayalim :

were I to commence translating these works
myself, I should be greatly impeded in the

revision of the Malayalim translation of the

sacred Scriptures ; and I should be sorry for

this, as I consider the translation and distri-

bution of the Scriptures of primary import-

ance, and consequently continue to devote

much of my time to them.

When the Scriptues, or some parts ofthem,

are printed, we can get the Catanars to read

them regularly to the people, on the Sabbath
day at least : and this I doubt not will be
attended with blessed effects, as the people

in general are very anxious to have the

Scriptures among them ; and nothing can
exceed the desire of the Metropolitan for the

Scriptures to be printed and circulated among
his people.

During the past year, three of the most
respectable Catanars have been removed by
death, and six students have been ordained

from the college to the sacred office of priest-

hood.
In the revision of the Malayalim transla-

tion of the New Testament, I have proceed-

ed as far as the eleventh chapter of the

Epistle to the Hebrews. I was in hopes
that I should have finished the New Testa-

ment, by this time ; but have not been able

\o accomplish my wishes. Of some parts of

the Epistles which I have gone through, 1

have been obliged to make a fresh transla-

tion ; which has, in a great measure, pre-
vented me from making the progress which I

had anticipated. Sickness also, with which
it has pleased the Lord to visit me and my
family lately, has retarded my progress in

the revision of the translation, and prevented
me from visiting the churches so much as is

desirable.

During the past year, some of the Syrian

churches have been repaired, and others

are now under repair. Two new ones are

in a state of great forwardness ; one at Eda-
totte in the parish of Neranam, and the

other in the parish of Mamalicheri : and we
hope they will be finished in the course of

six months.
In a short tour, which I made a few

months ago, to some of the churches south

of Cotym, I was gratified to see a little acti-

vity excited among some of the Catanars ; as

well as to hear that the congregations on the

Sabbath days had considerably increased.

This was the effect produced by the distribu-

tion of the Pastoral Letter of the Metropo-
litan among the different churches, and its

being read to the people on the Sabbath
;

and we trust, that, through the blessing of

God, that letter will be the means of much
good among the whole body of Syrians.

It is gratifying, as well as encouraging to

us, to see the increasing desire evinced by
the Metropolitan, for every possible mean^>

to be adopted for the melioration of the peo-

ple over whom it has pleased God to make
him overseer. May the Lord pour down
abundantly the sacred influences of His Holy
Spirit upon the Metropolitan, his clergy, and
all his people ; and make them a blessing to

the Heathen around them !

ALLEPIE.

The Madras Committee, in their sixth Eeport, give

the following view of the

State of the Mission.

From Allepie Mr. Norton writes

—

" I am thankful to observe, that, notwith-

standing my excessive depression of spirits in

consequence of my severe loss. I have been
enabled to continue my usual labours with

but little abatement; and I hope that He,
who has hitherto supported me,will graciously

give me to experience, that, as my day is, so

shall my strength be."

The two converts from Heathenism, Dan-
iel and Sandappen, continue to afford satis-

factory evidence of the reality of their con-

version. Of the latter, Mr. Norton says

—

" As a Heathen, he is of a high caste, a

Nair ; and I can assure you, that his embra-

cing the fJhristian religion could not be for
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the gain of this ivorld, neither has he had it,

but has gone on patiently, both at Palmacot-

tah, and here, with bare supplies for rice and
clothing."

The state of the schools is pleasing, both

as to the numbers in attendance and the pro-

gress of the scholars.

Several Roman Catholic children have re-

commenced attendance at the schools, not-

ivithstanding the opposition which they have

met with from their parents. Mr. Norton
writes

—

" I should have observed, that now I have

public worship every feast day, as appointed

by our church, and think it is likely to have
a good effect. It, in a measure, disarms the

clergy of the Church of Rome in speaking

against us, and wears away the prejudices of

their people. The other day I was pleased

by seeing almost all the children of that per-

suasion at church, which, here, is a circum-

stance scarcely to be looked for."

In compliance with the usages of the coun-

try, Mr. Norton has deemed it expedient,

to compose a Form of Abjuration for the use

of converts from Popery.
" I find, that, unless something of the kind

were done, neither party and no persons

would consider the persons as decided in

leaving one church and joining another ; and
that they might recant when they pleased,

without being considered as having violated

conscience or any thing else : therefore I

drew up a short simple form, w hich is trans-

lated into Malayalim, Tamul, and Portu-

guese. It is done at the Communion Table,

where the person publicly renounces the

Church of Rome, with all its idolatrous wor-
ship ; and promises in future to worship God
agreeably to the Sacred Scriptures. He is

formally received into the Protestant Church;
and the whole is accompanied with prayer
and a short suitable exhortation : and this is

considered as sacred and most binding on all

sides."

The numbers of the English congregation

are about the same as those of last year; the

Native congregation has experienced a small

increase : but Mr. Norton does not expect

many additions from among the Natives,

until the Scriptures in Malayahm shall have
been distributed more largely.

NEW ZEALAND.

Recent Intelligence from New Zealand gives an

encouraging view of ihe Mission, after ail iLe diJii-

culties wbich it has had to encounter.

The following extracts of a letter from the Rev.

Ilenry Williams lo the Secretary, dated in Novem-

ber, at Marsden's Vale, Uay of Islands, will be read

with pleasure

—

The time is fast approaching when our

vahjed friend, Mr. Marsden, will leave us to

rejoin his family. Numerous and varied

have been the scenes which have presented

themselves before us : and though I know it

would be your wish to possess as many par-

ticulars as possible, yet from the unsettled,

state in which we have been, and our num-
berless calls and occupations, I shall be un-
able to mention minute circumstances.

On Sunday, the 3d of August, we worked
into the Bay of Islands ; and narrowly esca-

ped shipwreck, by striking with considera-

ble force against a sunken rock ; but the

blow being in an oblique direction, we did not

sustain much damage.
The sensations of our minds were great,

on beholding the canoes with our new coun-

trymen ; with their reddled bodies and bushy
hair. They manifested great joy when the

ship drew near any of them : but none were
on board till we came to an anchor. About
two o'clock we were in sight of Ranghehoo
— a singularly looking place, one house
above another ; it being built directly upon
the side of a high hill. It was, however,
exceedingly pleasing to view English dwell-

ings, also, near so rude a spot, with the

banner flying, as a signal of the Sacred Day.
About sunset we anchored directly be-

tween Rangheehoo and Kiddeekiddee
;
and,

though the whole day had been occupied by
the working of the ship and in the greatest

confusion and bustle, yet we had the satis-

faction of assembling in Mr. Marsden's ca-

bin, for prayer end the celebration of the

Holy Communion—in all, seven in number.
In the evening, we collected the seamen, as

had been the case every evening during the
passage ; and addressed them on the import-
ance of eternal things. Their attention was
very great on these occasions,-and they came
with apparent cheerfulness.

The first news which we heard, was, that

the Chiefs were gone to the war to the river

Thames.
The following morning, the deck was

crowded with Natives, friends of Mr. Mars-
den

;
among whom we were glad to discover

several Chiefs.

On returning to the ship, we met Mr. But-
ler, who kindly proposed that Mrs. Williams
and the children should go the following

morning to his house, which was thankfully
accepted.

It became my next thought and care, what
station we should select for ourselves. This
is a case of much serious consideration, as
an individual cannot remove from one place
to another.

After much consultation with different

Chiefs on the subject, Mr. Marsden and my-
self went to a district, under a Chief of great
authority, but absent at the war : he is well
known to Mr. Marsden, having been at Par-
ramatta. The spot was, in every respect,

desirable ; having several acres upon a flat,
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and being surrounded by high hills, with

children in every direction.

Having concluded these steps, we imme-
diately proceeded to land the stores. While
we were engaged in arranging our things, the

Natives were busy in building a rush-house

for me ; 40 feet long, and 18 wide
;
having

four apartments in it. We are in all eleven

persons at this station—Mr. Fairburn, his

wife, and three children ; Mrs. Williams,

myself, and our three children ; and a man
sent by Mr. Marsden to assist us.

In the course of a fortnight, Shunghee re-

turned from the war, and immediately paid

his respects to Mr. Marsden. He spoke of

Mr. Kendall, but did not oppose his retiring

to the colony. Mr. Marsden has had much
conversation with him. He appears well

disposed toward the missionaries ; and none
of those sanguinary deeds have been prac-

tised as heretofore. Great numbers were
killed in their fights, but I have not heard of

any sacrifices since their return. Shunghee
narrowly escaped : he was struck thrice : his

helmet preserved him once : he lost a very

considerable force, and had all his canoes

burnt.

I hope the blessing of the Lord will

descend among us, and preserve us in peace,

union, and brotherly affection. Mr. Marsden
has taken effectual steps to break off that in-

tercourse with the shipping, which has long

existed, and has been the foundation of the

mischiefs which have arisen.

When I consider the Natives, their noble

and dignified appearance, their pertinent re-

marks and questions, their obliging disposi-

tion, with the high sense of honour which

they possess; I cannot but view them as a

people of great interest, and one which our

Almighty Father will ere long adopt for His

own. They are desirous of missionaries :

they will receive instruction : both men, wo-

men, and children have the utmost confi-

dence in us : and there are many who wish

to leave their little ones with us, but, for the

reason above stated, I am obliged to de-

cline for the present. Their observance of

the Sabbath is, for them, very great : they

know when it arrives as well as we do ; and

distinguish the day by wearing their Euro-

pean clothes, and abstaining from work : our

settlement, on that day, is perfectly quiet

:

the Head Chief, with his wife and many
others, generally attends our services, and

frequently family prayer. When a Chief

expresses a desire that a missionary should

be established in his district, he will usually

say that he wants a man who is not fond of

fighting, who does not scold and make a

noise ; for though the New Zealander in war

is as ferocious as a human being can be, yet

at home he is another man.
W^e were never more comfortable in our

lives
;
nay, I will say happy : nothing inter-

rupts our happiness but the knowledge of

onr own unworthiness. That we may walk
in the fear of the Lord, is our constant de-

sire and prayer ; and to be made usefal to

these particularly interesting people. Fear
has never once entered our minds. The
children are constantly among the Natives

:

and, from the first of our coming here to the

present time, notwithstanding the great expo-

sure of property at tbe landing, we know not

of the loss of the value of a single nail; though
for a considerable time, we were obliged to

sleep without either door or window.
The Natives never think of obtruding

themselves into the private apartments. Mr.
Marsden will furnish you with many interest-

ing particulars. His trials and vexations

have been great indeed, and his services

have not been less. He will have more to

encounter on his return to the colony ; but

his strength of mind is great, and will bear

him up beyond all.

We are much comforted by the late- regu-

lations, and begin to hope. ^

THE BURMAN MISSION.

BAPTIST BOARD OP FOREIGN MISSIONS).

IFrom the Latter-day Lwninary.]

By the an ival at Philadelphia, of the shi^

Factor, in 107 days from Calcutta, we have

received letters from our missionaries at Ava,

in Burmah, several weeks later than our

former advices. These communications do

not furnish any very important particulars.

But the letter from Mrs. Hough of Rangoon,

to her daughter in Calcutta, is uncommonly
interesting. It will excite in the bosom of

every friend to the Redeemer's cause, feel-

ings of gratitude to God for the signal deli-

verance of the brethren, who had been sen-

tenced to death by the infuriated heathen
;

and will, no doubt, encourage our denomi-

nation in every part of the United States,

more earnestly to pray and labour for the

success of this mission, which was commen-
ced, and has hitherto been patronised by

them, under pectiliar evidences of the appro-

bation and providential care of the Great

Head of the Church.

Extract of a letter from Dr. Price, dated,

Ava, Jan. 28th, 1824.

MY VERY DEAR BROTHER,

I am unable to send you any thing like a

journal, as war has been declared against

Bengal, and our letters are all exposed to a

strict examination. This circumstance must

reduce us to some difficulty about funds ; but

the Lord will provide.

I am at present employed in superintend-

ing the constrirction of a Persian wheel,
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-orhicb is to introduce water into the palace

tank. My house is almost finished, and
will cost nearly 1500 dollars. The king is

very much pleased with its situation and
appearance, and very desirous for similar

ones to be built on the golden river. My
health has been very good since getting into

a permanent dwelling ; and I have nearljf

mastered the spoken language. I shall send

a full account of expenditures, so soon as a

free communication shall open. In the

mean time, my dear brethren may rely on
my conscientious determination to live with

the greatest economy. Thus far circum-

stances have prevented my adopting any re-

gular plan. But the rolling stone is, I trust,

now to be stationary. 0 that it may gather

moss which shall turn to account in the last

great day ! My love to all the household of
faith."

Extract of a letter from the Rev, Dr. Judson,

dated.

Ava, Feb. 19th, 1824.

KEV. AND DEAR SIR,

Since my arrival here I have put up a
small house of boards, for immediate use,

and with ultimate views to the accommoda-
tion of our contemplated female school. The
expense is, therefore, properly chargeable to

the school fund. In regard to our own fu-

ture accommodation, it seems expedient, on
account of exposure to fire in every part of

Ava, and the intense heat of the cUmate, to

build of brick. The expense of a small

brick-house, containing three rooms and a

hall for worship, will, according to the best

estimate I can now make, come within fif-

teen hundred dollars. For an appropriation

of this sum, I hereby petition, regretting that

1 did not make earlier application.

My last was dated at Rangoon, just be-

fore we left for this place. We were six

weeks on the journey ; and since our arri-

val, my time has been quite occupied in get-

ting up our present shelter.

It is said that, from a variety of occur-

rences during the present year, the king has

become less favourably disposed toward
foreigners ; but the absence of the court on
a visit to the former capital, preparatory to

the opening of the new palace in this city,

has prevented me from cultivating any fur-

ther acquaintance with his majesty, or the

chief members of government.

We have made some extracts, says the

Editor of the National Gazette, from the

Calcutta papers in our hands. The letter of
the American lady in relation to the capture
of Rangoon, will excite concern in the breasts

of many more persons than her acquaintance.
The latest advices mentioned by the Calcutta
editors, left the Burmese troops at Ramoo,
-^rtimated at from ei^t to fifteen thousand.

They do not appear to have . assembled at

any time in greater number. The Calcutta
' Scotsman,' of the 28th June, mentions that
" an overwhelming force" was in prepaiation

to act against them. Except the occupation
of Rangoon, no important event had been
authentically stated. In the skirmishes be-

tween the British and the enemy, the latter

seems to have inverted, uniformly, the rule—" He's base that trusts his feet whose hands
are armed."
Rangoon was taken on the 1st May. The

British commander says, in his official des-

patch :
—" I had the satisfaction of seeing the

British flag flying in the town, without the

troops having had occasion to fire a single

musket, and without my having occasion to

regret the loss of a single individual, killed

or wounded, on our side. The news of our
arrival in the river having reached Ran-
goon the preceding night, and our rapid

progress up in the morning being marked by
an occasional shot in answer to the fire from
the Chokies, together with the preparation of
the Burmese authorities for defence, threw
the inhabitants into such a state of conster-

nation as to cause a general flight in every
direction, toward the jungles, so much so,

that out of a large population, I do not think
one hundred men were found in the town, on
our taking possession of it. The members
of the government fled at the first shot, car-

rying with them seven out of eleven Europe-
ans, whom they had ordered to be imprisoned
and put in irons. The next day the whole
seven were found safe, in diflerent places of
confinement, their guards having fled at our
approach. The captured ordnance far ex-
ceeds in number any thing we supposed the
country to possess, although, generally speak-
ing, it is of a bad description."

From a Calcutta paper, of 30th June.

We beg to direct the attention of our read-
ers to an interesting letter with which we
have been favoured, from Mrs. Hough, (the
wife of the American missionary at Rangoon,
who was deputed by the Burmese to nego-
tiate terms,) addressed to her daughter, a
young lady at the seminary of Mrs. Lawson
and Mrs. Pearce, in Calcutta. The afiecting,

yet artless simplicity of the detail, cannot
fail to interest every- render, and to carry
conviction, that the horrors of the scene it

describes are faithfully depicted.
" Rangoon, J\Iaxj, 14, 1S2-1.—The English

have taken Rangoon, and we, through much
mercy, are spared to tell you the joyful news.
I thought, three days ago, that by this time
you would have been an orphan. Monday
10th, news of the arrival of the English
fleet at the mouth of the river, was brought
to Rangoon, but we could not believe it

;

not that we thought it impossible, but we
have been often deceived with idle reports,

and placed no dependence on any thing we
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heard. Nearly all the English gentlemen
were dining in Lansago's (a Spanish gentle-

man's) garden, and before they had finished

their dinner, they were conveyed to the

King's godown, and confined in chains. We
thought that Mr. Hough and Mr. Wade
would escape, being Americans, but while
we were at tea, a king's linguist, with about
12 men, escorted them to the godowns, and
put them with the other foreigners. Our ser-

vants nearly all took the alarm, and Mrs.
Wade and myself spent a sleepless and
iTretched night in this lonely place, with only
four servants in the house with us. Moung
Shwa-ba* kept by us, and prayed Avith us,

which was no small consolation. The other
Christians went off. Tuesday morning, we
sent Mr. Wade and Mr. Hough some break-
fast, and hoped for a line or two, but they
were not permitted to write. I wrote to Mr.
Sarkis, begging him to use his influence with
the government, to have Mr. Hough and Mr.
Wade released, as they were Americans. He
replied, that he feared for himself ; that he
had done all he could, but in vain. We
thought we would go into town, and if we
could not comfort our husbands, suffer with
them ; but the town was crowded, and
Moung Shwa-ba thought we should either

be seized, or not permitted to enter the go-

down. About 1 o'clock, P.M. the fleet came
up to town, and received a shot from the

Burmans. They returned two for one, and
in a few moments every soul of the Burmans
took what they could, and fled. The English

prisoners had each an executioner over them,
who was ordered to strike off their heads
when the first English gun was fired ; but
they were so frightened that they crouched
down in one corner of the room, expecting

the whole roof to fall upon them, and the

third fire made them force the door, and run
away

;
they, however, fastened it upon the

outside. Not long after, the prisoners were
taken out to be executed. Your papa pro-

posed going to the fleet for terms of peace,

which the Burmans were about assenting to,

when the firing commenced again, and the

Yaywoon, with his officers, ran away, drag-

ging the poor chained prisoners after them.
Your papa and Mr. Wade were chained toge-

ther, stripped of all their clothes, except shirt

and pantaloons, (Mr. Wade's shirt was taken
from him,) not even their hats were left; their

arms were tight corded behind, and an exe-

cutioner kept hold of the rope. In this

dreadful situation Mrs. W^ade and myself
saw them from the window of a little hut to

which we had fled, expecting every moment
to be bound and treated in the same way.
George ran out after your papa, who sent

* Moiin^ Shwa-ba, a native Christian, who was
baptized in April, 1820. He is an assistant in the
Mission.

him back. The prisoners were taken about
half way to the great Pagoda, when they
released Mr. Hough, and sent him to the
English fleets though not without his first

promising to procure terms of peace. He
went to the Commodore, on board H. M.
ship Liffey, whose terms were, that all the
white prisoners should be immediately re-

leased, and if one drop of their blood was
spilt, the whole country should be desolated

by fire and sword. He went back with this

message ; but not being able to find either the

YayAvoon or the English prisoners, he return-

ed, and in the evening I saw him for the first

time after he left the house on Monday eve-

ning. Mr. Wade and the other prisoners

%vere released by the English the next day
about noon. Mrs. Wade and myself suffered

every thing but imprisonment and death
;

and the scene in the verandah of the Portu-
guese church, to which we first fled, was
beyond all description. Mrs. Turner, Mrs.
Snowball, and hundreds of the Portuguese,

crowded together. Mrs. Wade and myself
put on Burman clothes, and mingled with
the rest. W^hen the English landed, we went
out and put ourselves under their protection.

They treated us with pity and affection, took
us into town with them, where we met your
papa in the evening, and on Wednesday re-

turned to the Mission House, where we found
every thing nearly as we had left it. A few
things were stolen from the cook-house, our
horses were gone, and our cows we expect to

lose, as they have not yet returned to the

house, which we expected to have found
plundered of every thing, and feel thankful

to our merciful Father, that he spared us
those comforts of which so many are de-

prived.
" Thus have I endeavoured to give you

some idea of what we have suffered ; but this

is written in the greatest hurry, and goes by
H. M. ship Liffey to Madras.

POSTSCRIPT.
Since the foregoing was in type, we have

seen lettters from the Rev. Dr. Carey and
Rev. Mr. Lawson, received by the Corres-

ponding Secretary. They represent the si-

tuation of our brethren in Burmah to be very

critical ; but furnish no additional particulars

respecting them. Want of room prevents us

from giving these letters at present. They
will appear in the next number of the Lu-
minary.

Dr. Carey has so far recovered from the

effect of the fall which he had some time ago,

as to be able to attend to his numerous en-

gagements ; but he is yet lame, and there is

no reason to believe that he will ever recover

the active use of his ii^ured limb. His

health, otherwise, is good. He observes, in

his letter, that he is almost overwhelmed
with labours. His Bengalee Dictionary is

nearly completed. The loss of the mission,
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occ asioned by the removal of broilier Ward,

is very sensibly felt ; but still the work of the

Lord appears to be prospering; in the hands

of the remaining brethren. i)r. Carey says,—"I trust the cause of God is gaining-

ground sensibly among us in India ; and

hope the time is not very distant when the

v.hole of this country will -exhibit evident

proofs that the Gospel has been widely cir-

culated.

Arrival of Eustace Carey.

In the ship Factor, just arrived at PLila-

delphia from Calcutta, came passengers, the

licv. EustRce Carey and bis amiable consort,

members of the English Baptist Miasioit

family at CalcMttii. Mr. Carey is a nephew
of the venerable Dr. William Carey. His
object, in absenting himself from the mission

station, for a season, is the improvement of

his health, v/hich has been very infirm for

several years. He is most affectionately re-

commended to the Baptists of this country,

b}' the brethren in India, whose kindness

our missionaries have frequently experi-

enced. May the Lord grant him a renewal

of health, and make him a very useful instru-.

mont in extending the honour of the Re-
deemer's name in India.

LETTER FROM AN INDIAN YOUTH.

The fellowing letter was addressed to tlie Domes-

;ic Secretary by James Crfvne, an Indian Youth of

the Chipewa Tribe. This Youth was eighteen

months or two years at our Misiion School at Fort

Gratiot, and was then sent by the United Foreign

Missionary Society to the Foreign Mission School at

Cornwall, Connecticut, where he arrived, in company

with another Youth of the same Tribe, in the month

of August last. He is now about sixteen \ears of age.

The letter, with the exception ofa very few graran.ati-

cal corrections, is entirely his own, and it ought to be

added, that, when he entered the School at Fort

Gratiot, he could neither speak nor understand a

word of English.

Fordgyi J^ission School, Oct. 7, 1S24,

DEAR SIR,

I now take my pen to write to you a few
lines. I have got where different nations
come together, and have found our Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ. I hope we shall fol-

low them who love our Redeemer. If we
do not try, we cannot receive any thins new,
but if we trj- to pray to God, we shall receive
something new in our hearts. I remember
ivhat the Lord Jesus saith in his Book—Ask,
and it shall be given to you—seek, and you
shall find—knock, and it shall be opened
unto you. For every one that asketh, re-
ceiveth

;
and he that seeketh, findeth

; and
to him that knocketh, it shall be opened.
Oh ! my friend, I have got that heart which
is going right into everlasting punishment.
I can do nothing with it ; but Jesus only
can make it better. I think, when I pray to
God, he dont hear me, because I \ery wicked
boy. O ! my friend, pray for me, I have sin-
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ped against God. I tiy to pray to God to

forgive me all my sins. I remember what he
said to me, son, give me thine heart. 1

wish to give him my heart, but I cannot give

it. I will tell the reason why : Because I

love my sin. I very often think about my
poor soul, what will become of it, if I die

with my wicked heart. Oh ! my friend, if I

die with this heart, I must go right down into

bell and eternal punishment.
I am very thankful that God has sent his

servants among the heathen, to tell them the

good things which came from heaven. I

wish that God would send one of his ser-

vants to my country, to tell them who never
heard that the Lord Jesus Christ has died

for us. I hope that, when I have finished

my education, I shall be qualified to go and
tell them about the Lord Jesus. Mr. Hud-
son has been there, but he was not acquaint-

ed much with our language. I love him very
much because he tell about God and the Sa-
viour.

I like to stay at Cornwall very well. I

trust I shall learn a great deal before I go
home. I think I love to learn, but I am sorry

that I have sore eyes. I cannot read much
in the day time, nor any in tlie evening. A
number of the students affectionately tell

me about the blessed God, and his Son Je-

sus Christ ; and they also pray for me. I

wish I had a grateful heart to God and to all

his children for the goodness which I now
enjoy. 1 hope you will pray for me and for

my fellow-students. Tell your heavenly
Father to take away my stony heart, and g-ive

me a heart of flesh, that I may love him, and
hate my sins and the crooked way. I hope
the prayers of Christians will not be in vain
for me.

I wish to know whether you intend to send
Mr. Hudson asjain into my nation. If he
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should go there again, I should be very glad

and thankful. I wish you Tvould write to

me, that I may know whether you are well

or sick
;
also, I wish you would give me some

good advice. I trust Mr. Ferry is now doing
much good among my benighted country-

men. We have not heard any thing from
our nation.

I remain,

Your aftectionate Friend,

Jamks Crane.

PALESTINE MISSION.

Extracts of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Bird,

to the Treasurer of the United Foreign Mis-
sionary Society—dated at Jentsalein on the

mh of March, and Gth of Spril, 1824.

My dear Sir,

Almost as often as the city of your resi-

dence has occurred to my memory, I have
thought of the time we spent under your
hospitable roof. It was a short but happy
season, and the recollection of it is a sort

of solace when I find myself comparatively

friendless and alone. It is pleasant to be

able, here at the end of my journey, to sit

down and thank you. By the kind provi-

dence of God, the many days and dangers of

futurity, through which, when with you, we
ivere obliged to contemplate our way, are now
passed by, and we are permitted to tread the

ground consecrated by inspired history, and
by the feet, and tears, and blood of the Son
of God. You will have heard of the depar-

ture of our little company from Malta, and
of our safe arrival and kind reception in

Bairout. About the 1st of January, accord-

ing to the result of a mutual consultation on
the subject, I left my beloved colleague with

our bosom companions at Bairout, and in

company with Mr. King, who had joined us

from mount Lebanon, set off for Jerusalem.

The first sabbath on our way we spent at

Sidon, and the Tuesday and Wednesday fol-

lowing, in the ancient Tyre. At the latter

place we were in the family of a respectable

Christian Arab, whose wife is said to be al-

most the only woman in the whole vicinity,

who can read. Our treatment here was so

generous, that we began to give credit to

some of the fables about Oriental hospitality.

If the Christians of Tyre were more of the

Greek Church, we should be much inclined

to occupy it as a missionary station. But
these Latins, as they are hero cnlled, partake

so much of the Pope's fear of the Bible, and
therefore of Bible men, that we cannot place

much dependence on any first appearance of

their friendship. At Acra, a third sea-port

town, and the seat of Government for the

ivhole coast, we conversed seriously with a

few monks, visited a popish school, and dis-

tributed a few books. From this place, we
proceeded obfiquelv into thp int'erior of fhc

country to Nazareth. We staid at a Latin
convent, which, as they say, is built over the
house of Mary, the mother of Jesus. This
convent is occupied by .5 or 6 men from Eu-
rope, sent by the Romish church, and set

apart like missionaries for the sole service of
the Gospel. They have daily the form, of
worship in a large expensive church, but you
will be surprised to know that not one of
these men thinks it worth his while to learn

the language of the country. When Mr.
King, with one of the priests in company,
called at a private house and seriously ad-
dressed a little group, whom curiosity had
brought together, the priest remarked to us
that the people were astonished to hear a
Frank speak to them in the Arabic language.
After visiting various places, shown as sacred^

we left Nazareth, and in two days came to

Nablus, the ancient city of Sychar. Its

situation is very interesting, being on the
north slope of mount Gerizim, with Ebal
directly opposite. At this city we found a
small Chrissian Church of the Greek Com-
munion, and as it is said, the only Church of
Samaritans remaining in the world. Jo-
seph's tomb is shown, and the well, at which
our Saviour had the discourse with the Sama-
ritan woman. The deep valley between the
two mountains already named, descends to

the N. W. and after leaving these, winds
among mountains of a much inferior size,

and conducts, in the distance of 7 or 8 miles,

to the ruins of a city supposed to be that of
the renowned Samaria. The situation is on
the round summit of an eminence, descend-
ing steep on every side, and furnishing for

this country and for ancient times, a strong
natural fortification. The scores of stone
pillars, many standing, many just peeping
out from below ground, the ruins of a wall
by which the height considerably below its

top is still girt about, and the fertile soil

which spreads over the neighbouring vales

and hills, all indicate that, whatever city it

was, which once occupied this spot, it must
have been rich and powerful. A small Arab
village still remains on the slope of the hill.

A Christian youth, almost the only one of the

place, accompanied us among the ruins, and
we made him a present of the New Testa-

ment. From this centre of the country of
the Samai'itans, we came in two days to

Jerusalem, with much reason to be grateful,

that during the whole way, we had been kept
from every evil accident, and from the vio-

lence and insults of wicked men.
I might tell you, my dear Sir, a great many

interesting facts about the "Holy City,"

were it not that they have so many times

been told, and were it not that a Joumd,
and not a letter, is the proper place for such

a description. I will not, however, in the

brief sketch I am giving you of the various

places in this land, pass Jerusalem wholly

by. The convent in v.hirh Mr. Fisk aHid
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myself have lodging, ' belongs to the Greeks.

Its situation is high and commanding. From
its flat roof, where we often take our walks,

nearly the whole city is distinctly seen. The
high ground which the convent occupies, is

a continuation westward of that ridge, a part

or the whole of which appears to have been
called Calvary, and which continues to as-

cend westward for some distance beyond the

walls of the city. On the west, therefore, a

few houses, standing between us and the

walls, interrupt our prospect. On the south,

to the distance of half a mile, perhaps, we
see an irregular mass of craggy, dirty walls

of stone, which are the houses of the town
;

beyond which a small portion is visible of

the high ground between us and Bethlehem.

On the north, coming out from behind the

houses, and about a hundred feet distant,

appears the outer wall of the city, stretching

to the northeast. Looking over the wall,

you see a rich and extensive grove of olives

in a valley which, passing through Jerusa-

lem, separates Calvary from Bezetha. Be-

yond this grove, you are presented with a

horizon not distant, nor marked -with any
striking features. From this point, if you
turn eastward, following the horizon with

your eye, you soon light upon a ridge coming
down from the north, and so high and near

as to shut out of view the whole eastern

country. The top presents a line gently un-

dulating. When you have arrived at the point

nearly due east, you observe an indentation

deeper than usual, and at about the same
distance beyond the eastern point, the ridge

abruptly terminates. The part comprehend-

ed between the two points just mentioned,

is the mount of Olives. The valley of Ki
dron or Cedron, begins to be formed at about

the direction of N.E. and passing southward-

ly, deepening rapidly as it goes, fortifies Je-

rusalem on the one side, and gives to the

hill Olivet on the other, more the appearance

of a mountain than is possessed by any other

height in it|y/icinity. You wiH ask what is

to be seen eastward, south of the mount of

Olives. Here is a deep breach in the wall,

if I may so express myself, which shuts out

Jenisalem from the surrounding world.

Here, in heavy rains, flow the waters of the

Kidron on the east, and of Hinnom on the

south of Jerusalem. Through this loop-hole

we look into the valley of the Dead Sea, and
trace the irregular surfaces of the intervening

desert, while beyond are the rugged moun-
tains of Arabia, extending south till they are

almost lost in smoke, and elevating the hori-

zon so high that, as they pass to the north,

they hide their tops with difficulty behind

the mount of Olives. Standing at our con-

vent, the city spreads itself at our feet, appa-

Mr. Kin? is at Jaffa, purjniHq; Itis Arabitf under

renthj in the ibrni m u triaugie. Its outer

walls proceeding nearly fi'om this point N.E.
and S.E. till they strike the steep banks of
the Kidron. This, I need not say, is appear-

ance merely, for the real shape of the city

approaches to a square. The surface which
it covers has several inconsiderable eleva-

tions and depressions, but may, in the gene-
ral sense of that term, be called even—its

plane gently inclined so as to face the cast.

Scattered about in diflerent directions may
be counted the high slender steeples of nine
or ten mosques. At a stone's throw nve look
down on the large edifice, built over the

place of the crucifixion, its broad hemisphe-'

rical dome standing directly over the "Holy
Sepulchre." Beyond this, and quite at the

lower edge of the houses, stands thu Mosque
of Omar. This building is said to occupy the
former site of Solomon's Temple, and to be
considered by Mussulmans, in point of sanc-
tity, second only to their temple in Mecca.
Mount Moriah must have been a very slight

and narrow elevation, for at this distance it

appears to be the lowest ground within the
walls of Jerusalem. Tlie view of mount
Olivet, at this season of the year, is charm-
ing. I have said that a ^mall indentation
separates it from the ridge farther north.
Two smaller ones divide the mountain int©
three separate peaks, like so many gentle
waves of the sea. The middle one is said to
be the place from which our Saviour com-
menced his ascent to heaven. This summit
is crowned with a small assemblage of
houses, adorned with a steeple ia the mid-
dle, the whole partly hidden behind the
evergreen olives, which, sometimes single,

and sometimes iii clusters, are scattered
around in every direction. To complete the
scene, the springing grain, which is now
almost beginning to wave in the breeze, has
clothed nearly the wholfe face of the moun-
tain with its verdure. As we were sitting

down to our table this morning, my com-
panion cast his eye through the window
which was open towards the east, and ex-
claimed, as ha often has done before, " how
beautiful the mount of Olives appears." As
v/e look at the little village at its top, for-

getting, for the moment, what government
we are under, we imagine it to be the coun-
try seat of some welNbred English or Ame-
rican Christian. If you, my dear sir, could
not serve your Saviour better in another
station, we could wish this country seat
were yours.

The place visited with most devotion by
pilgrims to Jerusalem, is the " Holy Sepnl-
chre." This, as you know, is the tomb
which the empress Helena, in the 4th cen-
tury, after such inquiry as she thought suffi-

cient, pronounced to be the one in which the
body of our Saviour was laid. The church
which covers it is now quite hemmed in with
houses, and the passa^crc to it naiTow, wind-
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iitg, und inconvcnieut. naviug arrived tit

the door, you see, directly in front, on the

floor, a smooth slab of marble, partly sur-

rounded Avith huge eaiidlesticks, and over-

hung "»vith lamps. Here they say the body

of Jesus was anointed. From this plaee you
niay pass to the right, and ascend 20 steps

to the chapel, where you will see the hole of

the cross, or to the left to the room of the

Sepulchre. This room is circular, per-

haps 50 feet in diameter, surrounded by a

compact row of columns, and open above to

the top of the dome already mentioned. In

the centre stands -an edifice like a large se-

pulchral monument composed of hewn stone,

and ornamented vdth a few carvings and
paintings. On entering this edifice, you find

yourself in a room a step or two elevated

above the floor without, six feet square and
ten or fifteen high ; about one-third of the

floor on the right is occupied by a sort of

box as high as a common seat, extending the

length of the room, and composed by two
equal slabs of marble. Within this is the

cavity in the rock where it is believed the

sacred body was deposited. Every thing

around is artificial, but it is said that when
the dome and other parts of the church were

burned a few years ago, the sepulchre was
repaired, and all who chose saw the living

vock of the sepulchre. Jerusalem, however,

has been so much subject to the vicissitudes

of war, that it must be difficult to identify

so destructible a place as the tomb of Jesus.

The sober, reflecting Christian will, I think,

generally find himself less affected at the

church of the Holy Sepulchre than either at

Gethsemane or the birthplace at Bethlehem.

With regard to our labours here, you will

know of course, that we are applying our

main efforts to the acquisition of the lan-

guages. Mr. Goodell and myself are mere
lispers yet, but oui* brethren Fisk and King
are able to converse and expound the Scrip-

lures in Arabic. Mr. F. preaches every sab-

bath in Italian to a few hearers who come to

our room. He also reads, comments, and
prays in Greek with pilgrims and others in

the convent, who occasionally attend our
prayers. By far the most interesting part

of our labours of late has been the distribu-

tion of books. Above a month ago we sent

an active lad whom we have taken into our
service, into the market-place with our
books, and he had begun to sell at reduced
prices from ten to twenty New Testaments
a day. But suddenly, whether instigated by
our inveterate enemies, the Papists, or by
some bigoted Mussulman, or Avhether of their

own accord, with the hope of extorting mo-
ney, we are not sure, the Government rudely

summoned us before them, charging us with
selling books which were neither Jewish,
Mahomedan, nor Christian. After 24 hours
detention, however, we were set at liberty,

but our depot of books was put for a week
'initer the Gercrnnient «eal.. Since this was

removed, we have gone on in our work with
ev en better success than before, so that in the
three weeks past, we.have sold not far from
300 New Testaments, besides tracts, and
some copies of the psalms and of the Bible

entire. We feel the want of tracts in Arabic,

and earnestly hope that our press in Malta
will be furnished soon with a fount of types

for printing them. The question, whether
to establish our families at Jerusalem, or to

remain for the present in Bairout is yet un-

decided. Till these " rumours of war" shall

have gone by a little, perhaps the latter mea-
sure would be the wiser. We wait the move-
ments of Providence.

SPEECH OF AN INDIAN.
An Address composed by James Perry, and delivei

ed at the conimfncenient of J eflersnn Uollege, ou the
30lh of September. Perry is a native of the Chikasaw
nation, in the 20tli year of his age, has attended the
Mission School at Klliot iibout two years, and one
session at this colle{;e. The gratification of his friends
alone has induced him lo consent to its publication.
The address was first delivered in the Chickasaw
language, then in English, as follows— Pitts. Rec.

Respected Audience,—One year since, little

did I expect to be called upon in this distant

region to address those who are total stran-

gers to my native language. But the over-

ruling hand of Providence, for reasons to me
unknown, hath placed me this day among
you. Not to increase my stores of wealth
have I changed the friends, relations, and so-

ciety of my childhood for that of strangers
;

but to acquire a knowledge of the arts and
sciences, and familiarize myself with the
manners and customs of civilized men. With
these views and feelings, I have severed for a
season, and perhaps for ever, those ties

which bound me to my kindred and the land
of my childhood. Yes ; with these feelings

I have exchanged the friends and sports of
the forest, for strangers and the blessings of
science ; and I rejoice, that thus far my
most ardent wishes have not been disappoint-

ed. An unseen hand, contrary to my ex-

pectations when I left the domestic circle

around the fireside of my father, hath led

me to this fountain of science, * and placed

me under the fostering care of those who
watch over the interests of this institution.

Although I am an Indian, and separated

more than seven hundred miles from my
kindred, and the limited tract occupied by
my nation, yet, here, often have I been ani-

mated by beholding so many youth, hand in

hand, ascending the hill of science, aided

by their superiors.

Placed as I now am in this land of science

and religion, it is natural to compare the

disadvantages of my own countrymen with

the privileges here enjoyed. Here you
have laws to protect the innocent, and bring

to punishment the guilty. There every man
must be iiis own avenger. Here you have

schools, where tlie vouth and children ^vf-
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trained up for usefulness and honour m the

ivorld. There, with a few exceptions, the

youth spend their precious time in roving

the forests, with their instruments of amuse-
ment. Here, you trust the faithful records

of history for the past, and the prophecies

of sacred writ for the future. There they

trust imperfect tradition for the past, and
blind conjecture for the future. Here,
revelation lights up the passage to the tomb,
and points to the glories that await the

righteous. There an impenetrable darkness

overspreads all beyond the confines of the

grave. But I forbear further to draw the

painful contrast, and rejoice that I this day
find myself surrounded by the learned, the

wise, and good, who are both able and wil-

ling to impart that instruction which is cal-

culated to augment my own happiness, and
which, if riglitly improved, will render me
more useful to my beloved countrymen, who
are just beginning to emerge from heathen

darkness, and on whom the sun of science

and the Sun of righteousness are beginning

to dawn.

A DIRECT APPLICATION.

The following anecdote may, perhaps,

serve to fill a page in your little miscellany.

I cannot myself vouch for its authenticity,

but the friend who related the narrative to

me, said, that in his neighbourhood, the

circumstance was currently reported to have
happened some years ago.

- A Scottish nobleman, of the Roman Ca-

tholic persuasion, lived a very retired life,

and left his affairs very much in the hands

of others. One of his tenantry, whom we
will call Donald, rented a farm, upon which
his forefathers had lived for above 200 years.

The lease by which he held was on the point

of expiring, and the steward refused to al-

low Donald a renewal, wishing to put the

farm into the hands of a friend of his own.
Poor Donald tried every argument in his

power with the steward, but in vain ; at

length he bent his steps to the castle, deter-

mined to make his case known to his lord-

ship. Here again he was repulsed ; the

porter had received orders from the steward,

and refused him admittance.

Donald turned away almost in despair,

and resolved upon a bold measure, as his

only chance of success. He climbed the

garden wall in an unfrequented part, and
entered the house by a private door. It so

happened that no person was in this portion

of the building, and Donald wandered on,

fparing to meet a repulse, but determined to

persevere. At length, he approached the

private apai'tments of the nobleman ; he
heard a voice, and dr>iwing near, found it

was his lordship's, and that he was engaged
i'n prayer

; retiring to a short distance, he

v.aitcd till the prayer was concluded, and
could rot but hear his lordship pleading

earnestly with the Virgin Mary and St.

Francis for their intercession in his behalf.

At length, his lordship ceased. Donald,
who had stood trembling with the novelty of

his situation, fear of interruption, and anxi-

ety for the result, noAv gcntiy knocked at

the door. " Come in," was his lordship's

reply; and Donald entered. "Who are

you, man ? What do you want ?" was the

inquiry. Donald stated his ca?e, the stew-
ard's harsh conduct, and the certain ruin of

himself and his children, after his ancestors

had so long occupied that portion of the

family estate. The Peer listened, was
touched with the tale, and knowing some-
thing of Donald, assured him of his pro-

tection, and that his lease should be renew-
ed. Many artless, but earnest thanks fol-

lowed, and he was departing, when a
thought of anxiety for his noble master oc-

curring to his mind, Donald returned, and
spoke thus :

—" My lord, I was a bold man,
and you forgave me, and 'nave saved me and
my poor family from ruin. Many blessings

attend you I I would again be a bold man if I

might, and say something further to vour
lordship." "Well, man, speak out." " Why,
my Lord, I was well nigh a ruined man, so I

was bold and came to your lordship's door,

and as I stood there, I could not but hear
your lordship praying to the Virgin Mary
and St. Francis, and you seemed unhappy.
Now, my lord, forgive me, but I cannot help

thinking the Virgin Mary and St. Francis

will do you no good, any more than your
lordship's porter and steward did for me. I

had been a ruined man if I had trusted to

them, but I came direct to your lordship and
you heard me. Now if your lordship

would but leave the Virgin Mary and St.

Francis, who will do no more for your lord-

ship than your lordship's stev/ard and porter

would do for me, and just go direct to the

Lord Jesus himself, and pray to him for

what you need, He v. ill hear you, for Ho
has said, * Him that cometh unto me I will

in no wise cast out.' Will your lordship for-

give me and just try for yourself?"

It is said that his lordship was struck Avith

this simple argument, and found Avhat a poor
penitent sinner looking to Jesus always

finds—pardon, peace, and salvation.

Lond. Tract. Mag.

LAY PREACHER.
Henry Brooke, Esq.

One Sunday, while the congrcg;ation were
assembled in the rural church of the Parish,

in which lived the amiable flcnry Brooke,
author of the " Fool of Quality," they await-

ed a long time the arrival of their clergyman.

At last dcspnidng of his foming, they cor:-
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.lectured that some accident had befallen

him
J
and being unwilling to depart without

some edification, they with one accord re-

quested that Mr. Brooke would perform the

service for them, and expound some passage

of Scripture. Mr. Brooke, though not in

orders, consented ; and after the preliminary

prayers were over, he opened the Bible and
preached extemporarily on the first text that

caught his eye. In the middle of his dis-

course the clergyman entered, and found the

whole congregation in tears. He entreated

Mr. Brooke to proceed, but this he modestly
declined. The clergyman declared, that after

the testimony of superior abilities, which he
perceived in the moist eyes of all present, he
would think it presumption and folly to ha-

zard any thing of his own. Accordingly,
the concluding prayers alone were said, and
the congregation dismissed for the day.

THEOLOGICAL GLEANINGS.
[From tke London Evangelical Magazine.]

Paulinus, when they told him that the

Croths had sacked Nola, and plundered him
ef all he had, lifting up his eyes to heaven,

he said, " Lord, thou knowest where I have
laid up my treasure."

The wicked dwell more on the faults of

God's childi'en than on their graces : as the

flies settle on a sore place, and as vultures

fly over the gardens and delight to pitch on
carrion.

—

Ma^iton.

Many plead for those opinions and notions

upon which they would be loth to venture

their souls in a dying hour. I value more
the judgment of a dying saint about justifi-

cation, than all the wrangling disputes of

learned men.

—

T. Cole.

Mr. Hervey being in company with a per-

son who was paying him some compliments
on account of his writings, replied, laying

his hand to his breast, " O, Sir, you would
not strike the sparks of applause if you knew
how much corrupt tinder I have within."

A gentleman having lost a favourite son,

said, when some friends offered him condo-
lence, " I would be content, was it possible,

to lose a son every day in the year, might I

but be favoured with such manifestations of
God's presence and love as I have experienced
on the present occasion."

—

Gifford.

Men often go to God in duties, with their

faces towards the world ; and when their

bodies are on the Mount of Ordinances, their

hearts will be found at the foot of the hill,

going after their covetousness.

—

Boston.

What grosser contradiction can you con-
ceive, than to confess yourself guilty, and to

implore pardon, while at tlie same time you
cherish a hope of being favourably regarded
on your own account ?

—

Venn.
Many arc soon engaged in holy duties, and

r.s.iilv ncrsnrjdrd <o falcp \rpi a nrofe-^^inn of

religion ; and as easily persuaded to lay it:

down : like the new moon, which shines a
little in the first part of the night, but is down
before half the night is over.

—

Gurnal.

Sometimes by the force of truth, the outer

door of the understanding is broken up, while

the inner door of the will remains fast bolted.—Boston.

None are transplanted into the paradise

above, but from the nursery of grace below.

Boston.

An heathen could say, when a bird (scared

by an hawk) flew into his bosom for refuge,
" I will not kill thee, nor betray thee to thy

enemy, seeing thou flyest to me for sanc-

tuary." Much less will God either slay or

give up the soul that takes sanctuary in his

name.

—

Gurnal.

ORDINATIONSAND INSTALLATIONS,

Compiledfrom various Periodical Works.

May 1, 1824—The Rev. Chauncey Eddy,
as an Evangelist, at Morgantown, N. C.

May 20—The Rev. Horatio A. Parsons,

over the Congregational church in Manches-
ter, Vt. Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Proudfit

of Salem, N. Y.

May 26—The Rev. Daniel G. Sprague,
(installed) over the Congregational church
in Hampton, Conn. Sermon by the Rev.
Mr. Dow of Thompson.
June 2—The Rev. John Allen, over the

Baptist church in Wrentham. Sermon by
the Rev. Mr. Hall of Attleborough.

June 4—The Rev. Orson Douglass, (in-

stalled) over the congregation at Marietta,

Pa.

June 9—The Rev. Benjamin Woodbury,
over the first congregational church and so-

ciety in Falmouth, Mass. Sermon by the

Rev. Dr. Woods of Andover.
June 9—The Rev. George Stebbins, over

the Presbyterian church in Hudson, N. Y-
Sermon by the Rev. Ezra Fisk.

June 10—The Rev. Enoch Green, jr. as

an Evangelist, at Middletown, Conn, by the

Connecticut Baptist convention.

June 16—The Rev. Sumner Lincoln, over

the church and society in Gardiner, Mass.

Sermon by the Rev. Luther Wilson of Peter-

sham.
June 16—The Rev." Joseph B. Felt, at

Hamilton, Mass. Sermon by Rev. Mr.
Gile of Milton.

June 3—The Rev. Amzi Benedict, over

the church and society in Yernon, Conn.
Sermon by Rev. Mr. Porter of Farmington.l

June 4—The Rev. Burton Hammond Hic-

kox, minister of St. John's church, Canari-

daigua, was admitted to the order of Priests.

June 10—The Rev. Griffith Jones, as

pastor of the Baptist chm-ch in Trenton,

N. J.
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June 16—The Rev. Jesse Jones, over the

second Baptist church in Steuben, Oneida
county, N. Y.

June 16—The Rev. Oliver Hill, over the

Nanticoke church in Union, Broome co. N.
y. Sermon by the Rev. Mr. King of War-
ren, Pa.

June 23—The Rev. Jonathan L. Hale,

(installed) over the church in Compton, N
H. Sermon by the Rev. President Tyler of

Dartmouth college.

June 27—The Rev. Samuel Brenton Shavr
was admitted to the holy order of Priests, at

Guilford, Vt. by the Right Rev. Bishop Gris-
ivold.

June 27—The Rev. Bennon Blakesley, as

an Evangelist in the Freewill Baptist Con-
nexion at Westfield, Conn. Sermon by Rev.
Reuben Allen of Taunton, Mass.

June 30—The Rev. Charles Soule, as
Pastor of the church in Belfast, Me. Sec?
mon by the Rev. E. Merrill of Freeport,

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

During the Month of JS^ovember, 1S24.

Collection at Month. Coo. in Brick Ch S. Y. 3C' 60

From Mrs. Lieut. Graham, bj* ibe hands of Dr.

Spring fi 00

Cash donaiion from a Mechenic in N. Y. 4 00

From ;he Aus. Miss. Soc. of Totoa, Patier<nn

N. J bv Mr. A Van Saun, Tr. through the

Kev Mr. Eiiynge 14 25

Fron» ibe Aux. Mi-^s. Socof Paranius. N. J. by
Major Albert P. Hopper, through Rev. Mr.
EUvngp 11 00

From' S. V. S. Wilder. Esq. io educate three

Indian girl*, i^ne at Union by the name of

Klecla Paspati one at Harmony, by the

name of Francina Paspsti, and one at Machi-

naw, by I'le name of Vrylina Paspati—1st.

pavment 36 00
Collected at the Month. C'<n. in Dr. Romeyn's
Church in Cedar-stret>c, N. Y. IS 91

Collecied at the Month. Con. in the Church of

Cwego. by ILev. H. J. Lombard 5 00

Gollected at Mouth. Con. in the Ch. of Orange,

N. J. by Rev. Dr. Hillyer 14 00
From the Cong, of Pleasant Valley, Dutchess

Co. N. Y. Iir Kev. J. Clark 16 00

Remitted by Mr. A. W. Corey. Agent, through

A Henry, Esq. 233 75

Collected at the Month. Con. in 2d Ref. Dutch
Ch. in Philadelphia, by do. 6 50

Collected at the Month. C on. in the 7ih Presb.

Ch. in do. by do. 10 25

From Rev. W. S. Heyer his Ann. subecripticn

for two years 6 00
Collected 'at the Month. Con. in the Scotch

Presb. Ch. in C edar-st. N.Y.by Mr. R.Blake 8 14

From the Caledonia Denev. Soc. of Livingbtou

Co. N. Y. by Mr. C Siarr 40 00
From a friend U) .Missions by Rev. Mr. Vaill of

New-Windsor 8 00
Collected at the Month. Con. in Knoxville
Tea by Rev. D. A. Sherman ' 20 00

Collected' in Miss. Box in Weslbrook Con. by
Miss J. M. Stewart 3 50

From S. Hi^kock Esq. of Vermont, part of the
property presented by Mr. P. H. Austen 25 00

Remittance from Mr. Corey. Agent S7 OO
From the Aux. Miss Soc. of Baltimore
Georee T. Dunbar E?q. Secy. 100

From Miss Cornelius avails of a fleece of wiol 1 25
Frcm John Ten Broek Esq. to constiiute 'lis

daughters Marianna and Asenaih liie uieni-

beis 60 00
From Rev. Jacob T. Field, a donation 5 00
Balance from a subscriber to the Rpjji^ter SO
From the estate of the late Mr. A. Milispaugh
of Oi-ange. N. J. according to hi' request, by
Mr. S- Milispaugh one of the executors 10 00

Avails of the Miss. Box in the Sabbath School
ofineP.esb.Ch. in N.B.N. J by Miss Scott 1 00

From the Ladies of the 2d Presb. C ong. in

Newark, N. J. first Annual payment for the
educa(ion of a female at Harmony, to be
named Mai7 Ward Hay by Rev. P I'. Hay 12 GO

From the Female Miss. Soc. of Mariinsburgh
Va. 2d annual payment for ciiucaling John
Blair Hoge at Cata.'^ausus. by Miss Annabella

_ Anderson, Tr.throuah B. C." Wolff, Esq. 16 00
from Mr. Samuel Bell of Augtista Co. Va. by

R. Ralston Esq. 5 GO
From the Female Benev. Soc. of Freehold,
N. J. by Mrs. M. Scudder 16 00

From a Widow Isc and 2d payments for edu-
cating a heathen youth to be called William
Henry Cross, by th.- hev. Charles Hyde 24 Oft

From the Youths Miss. Soc. of JN . Y. for edu-
cating a heathen Youth at the Machinaw
Station, by the name of Wm. M'Murray, by
Wm. H. Palmer, through D. L. Gray 36 00

From the Ladies of the Ref. Dutch Ch. in

Market-s;, N. Y.for educating an Indian girl

at Mr.chinaw, by ihe name of Hester M'Mur-
ray, by Miss Jane A. Romeyu and Miss
Catherine Sproull 36 00

dolls. 930 65

Statement of Money collected by Mr. John L. Bumap, ^.^gent.

Callection at Metuchen Essex Co. N. J. 3 45
Legacy of Miss Meribah Ford, do. 5 00
Collection at Six Mile Run, Somerset Co. N. J. 11 32

do. at Sonierville, do. do. 5 50
do. at Readingtop, Huuderdou ('o. N. J. 12 72
do. at White fiouse. do. 4 17

Donation from Matthias Cramer, 25
do. from Wm. Johnson of Leb.inon, 1 00
d >. from David Sharp, Henry Miller, and
two other persons, 1 00

GoUection at Flemington, .5 52
Donation by Mrs. Whitehead of Philadelphia, I 00

ilo. by "Di. John Bound, 1 00
do. by R. Williamson, W. Delles, aud G.
Scuenck, 1 50
do. by Peter Tylorse, 25

Collection at German Valley, Morris Co. 6 00
Ponations front two or tiiree individuals in

Oxiord, Sussex Co. 2 75
Cblteciion in Hardwi<rk Township, do. 3 25

Paid in advance on subicriptioub to Aux. Soc.
of do.

Collection at Hacketstown, do.
Collected at Mansfield, do.
CoUr-cted at Greenwich, do.
Collection afier Sermon, in the Church in

Doylston. Pa.
Collected at the Montbiy C(m. in da.

Collection at ileading, I'a.

do. from a few individuals in Allentown, Pa.
Collf'ction at Easton. Pa.
Collection at Wiikt-sbarre, Luzerne Co. Pa.
Donation from a frie'-.d oi Missions in King-

ston, do. do.

From an Annaal Subscriber in Berwick, Co-
lumbia Co. Pa.

From Rev. Asa Dunham. Bloomsburg, do.

From the Female Sab. S. Association, North-
umberland, a p.irt of their 3d payment for

educating Robt. F. N. Smith,

75
6 72
16 89
5 82

9 73
12 00
8 95
2 33
5 35
6 46

SO

SO
1 00

a OD
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Collected at tlie Mouiii.Con. in Milton, Nortb-
umberUiKl Co. I'a. . 8 30

From two Annual Subscribers in do. 1 00
Cas'i lO dolls. SO cenrs and 35 els. in do. 10 85

From James P. Sanderson, in do. 5 00
I'roni Mrs. Margaret Sanderson, in do. 5 00
From H. F. Sanderson, in do. .5 00
From Major Uol)t. II. Hammond, in do. 2 00
From Robt. M (Juigan, in do. 1 00
From Thomas M'Guire, in do. ISO
From John G. Laird, in do. 75
From Wm. L. Housel, in do. .50

From Dormah RfCjCjin do. TjO

From .\nn Clu'Stnut. in do. 50
From the Female Miss. Soc. of Bufl'ulo, Xortb-
umberland Co. Pa. 15 00

From Rev. Thomas Hood, do. 1 00
From Mrs-. Mary Hood, do, 1 00
From Catharine, Jane, 3Iary Ann, Julia Ann,
Wilson H. and Margaret Hood, 50 cts. each, 3 00

From Thomas Howard, do. 5 00
From Flave! Clingan, do. 3 00
From James Geddes, do. 3 00
From Thomas Cliiigau, do. 2 00

From Thomas Vanvabzan, do. 2 00
From Josiah Candor, do. 2 00
From G. Cremer, do. 1 UO
From Jane Clingan and Jane Raynor, do. 2 OO
From Wm. Wilson, do. 1 00
Fron> Robt. Hays 1 Abbot Green I do. 2 00
From J &. T. Nesbit 1 A. Nesbit 25 cts. i 25
From Flavei t^'lark, " 50
From Miss Christiana Griffen, of Chillisquake, 1 50
From an Annual Subscription, do. 50
From Miss Jane M. Cryson, Warrior Run, 2 00
Froni Miss Louisa Hall, Muncy, Lycoming Co. 2 00
From James Armstrong, Wm's Port. do. 1 00
From Rosanna (Jraham, do. 1 OO
From Henrietta G. Vandone, do. 50
From Mr'.. Mary Hepburn, do. 50
From F C. Campbell, do. J 00
From Robt. M'Ciure, do. 1 00
Cash 1 Cash 50 els. 1 SO
Collection at Pine Creek, do. 9 7t;

Collection at Lick Run, Cpntre Co. 2 07
Collection at Bellefonte, do. 8 00

dolls. 2G1 C8

Collected by Mr. Myah W. Corey, Agent,

former lists of

In Newark, N. J.
Stephen Dodd, An. Sub. 3 00
Stephen Van Cortlandt 5 00
Miss Ellen Conley 1 00
Cash 50 cts. Cash SO cts. Cash 75 cts. 1 "5

Ladies of the first Presb. Ch. to constitute tlieir

Pastor, the Rev. W. T. HamillDO a life memb. 30 OO
Ladies of the 3d Presb. Ch. to constijuie their

Pastor, the Rev.' J. T. Russel, a life member SO 00

dolls. 70 75

In Oranere. iV. J.
Ladies of the Presb. Cn. to constitute their

Pastor, the Rev. Dr. Hillyer, a life member, 30 00
Female Mite Society 10 00
A Lady 1 00 A number of Gentlemen 28 12

dolls. 69 12
/»i Bloowfuld, N. J.

Mrs. Sarah Morris
Mrs. Margaret Dodd
Mrs. Rachel Jacobs
Lewis Morris, a lad of S years

dolls. 2 75
In PaUenon and Parumus, N. J.

Individuals in the Presb. Cong. 3 87

Mrs. Sarah (Jolt, articles of clothing, valued at 10 00
Individuals of the Dutch Ch. towards consti-

tuting Ihcir Pastor, the Rev. Mr. Eltinge, a
life Member 2.'> 00

dolls. 43 £7
In Parcippany, N. J.

Children's Missionary Box, 1 GO
In Sprins^Jldd, N. J.

A number of Individuals, to constitute their
Pastor, the Rev. K W. Crane a life member, SO 00

6 00
I 00

1 00
1 00
25
50

A i)undle of cloihing, valued at
ILev. Wni. Dull, an Itinerant fliinisler

In Rahway, iV. J,
Joseph Oliver
John Wood, jr.

Cash 2 Cash 1 35 cts.

Mrs. Nancy Martin
Abraham Baker

dolls. 37 ou

1 25
£0

3 S5
SO

2 00

dolis. 7 bO

S 00

In ffoodhridge, Tf. J.

Joseph Sarrow
In Somen-ille, N. J.

Rynier Veghter 2 00
"Wm. Van Doren 50
Peter Won man,. Jr. 2 00
Peter I). Vmom 50
Children's Miss. Box at Mrs. Vrer-denburgh's, 56

<!ol)s. 5 ,56

the amount, hut not the details, was given in

Contributions.

In Conneclisul Farms, N. J.

A number of individufsls, to constitute their

Pastor, the Rev. S. Thomson a life member, SO 00

In Reddington, N.J.

Rev. Peter Studdiford,

From the following person.^, to constitute their

Pastor, the Rev. Mr. Studdiford, a iile

member.

—

John M. Schenck
Mrs. Joanna Dumont
D. A Animernjan
Minna Nevins
Luke Vosseller

Andrew Haggerman
Henry A . Post
Thomas Stout
John Kline
Mrs. Mai7 Van Est
Mrs. Jane Quick
John Wyckoff
Aaron Lane
Abraham Post
Cornelius Vanhorne
Abraham Gulick
Mrs. Sarah Brokaw
Mrs. Jane Striker
Mrs. Margaret Schamp
Mrs. Sarah Dacker
Man in Wyckoff .

Martin VVyckofT, Jud.
Cornelius M. Wyckoff
Tunis Cole
Abraham Van Fleet
BIrs. I'hebe Lev/
Dennis Hall
Cortlandt Voorhcs
Miss Sarah Morehead
Mrs. Elizabeth Vroom
Cornelius T. Wyckofl'
Peter A. Kline
Danief-Ammerman
Jacob Vosseller
Abraham P. Stout
John Morehead
Michael Vroom
Rulef Swackhamraer
Cornelius A. Ten Kvck
Miss Catherine Wyckoff
John Vorhees
John W. Hall

5 OO
5 00
1 0<>

2 00
1 00
2 00
1 00
1 00
2 00
1 00
1 00
2 00
1 00
1 00
2 00
1 00
1 00
1

2 00
1 00
1 £0
2 OO
1 00
1 00
1 (X)

1 00
SO
50
SO
25
25
50
31

2S
SO
SO
£0
SO
25
25
SO

1 SO

Mr
dolls. 52 00

Corty^s List tt> bo conlitmcd in our nfrt.
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